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SPANISH TERRITCRIAL BOUNDARTES IN NORTHWEST AFRICA

I. ScopE
The following information includes data on Spanish territorial
boundary claims tc Ifni, Ceuta, Melilla, Spanish Sahara6 and Southern
Morocco. These claims are indicated on the dccompanying flve maps .
The boundaries of all five territorles have been described in
various international agreementso but little information is available

as to whether or not these boundaries‘have actually been demafcatédo

Lack of épecific information indicates that the boundaries have nci been

demarcated, except for the fréntier between Riz de Oro an& Mauritania.,
In this case, a mixed Spanish-French team recently delimitsd_gﬁd nmarked
the frontier, Additional information om the demarcztion of frontiers
is being requested froﬁ the'fieid°
IT, SUMBRY ;_

Spain“svclaim to Ifnl can be_traced:to the fifteenth century, but an
.1860 treaty between Spain and Morocco is generally cited és the legal
basiy for Spanish occupation of ﬁhe territory. The bcundary of Ifni has
been delineated in variocus international agréementsﬂ wost recentiy in..
1912, After the occupation of Ifni by Spanish troops in 1934, a baund&ry
to the ezst of the 1912 line was shown on some maps, and still otrer -
verglons of the bdunaary have been used on recent official Spanisgk maps.
Thus, no single efficial interpretation of the line is avallable, but

the 1912 version:hppears to have most validity,
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Spanish possession for centuries, but a treaty between Spain and Moroecco
in%iéiz.is believed to be ihe legal basis of the boundary currentl& in
use° The boundany of Nelilla, another anclent Fediterranean eoastal
possession of SpainD was del;neeted in 1862,

The boundaries of the aeveral parts of. Spanish Sahara have been

' defined with considerable precis:a.on9 but. only along the Rio de Orce
Mauritania ffbntier have boundany narkers been established. This
Iboundezy wes agreed upon in 1900, but it was not demarcated until
recently, .- The territorial 1imltb of Saguia el Hamra were establiehed

in 1904 - and,epperently have not been so controversial as most other

bouﬂdarieSZiﬂvthe*areao The presenfuday bounaavy of Southern Morcceo

is based on e 1912 treaty signed by Franee and Spain. The current
controversy over Southern Morocco is not one of boundaries;but of
tenritorial'oenership.t Morocece's claim to sovereignty ever Sehthexn
¥oroeco weuid gppeéf to be substantiated by the 1904 end'1912,freaﬁieeg
s IIT. BQUNDARY DETAILS

- épain first claimed I2ni in the latter part of the fifteenth

century, when Spanish troops from the Canary Islands dieembarked'oa

the land and the loeal ruler submitted himself as a vassal of the Spanish
monarch, The Spaniards then cnnstrucﬁed a small fort, but it was rapidly
overrun by the Berbers. Within a relstively few years, almost all trace
of the fort had disappeared. Spain’s claiwm was not formally reaffirmed |
until 1860, this time by an article in the treaty which ended the
Spanigh-Moroecan war of 1859-1850, The Treaty of Peace and Amity tetween
Spain and Meroeco of 26 April 1860, included in Article VIIT the followinm

in reference to Ifni-
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orocco cedes to Spa .n on the coast of the ocean close
to Santa Crug la Paqueﬁ'a [Ifn] ground that shall be
sufficient for the formdtion thereon of a fishery
estabmshment, similar to that which Spéin possessed .
DN

there in. ancient times,

Despite this treaty, Snain‘s claim to Ifni remained becloudpd

_tion*of Sanua Cruz 1a Pequenaq- In 18?8. a mixed

: -

the geograph 'asis of the treaty, The mission loceted ruins of a

identifyg he sit'_of Santa Cruz 1a Pequena (also called Santa Cruz de

Max Dequena) but with very. little degree of certaint;y°

and Franéee,

paqn,s'élaim to Ifni was again reaffirmedu-this time with
scmewhat . mofe geographic preeisions-as follows:

The Moroccan Government hgvinv in dccofdance with

the Treaty of 26 April 1860, conceded to Spain an

'establishmant at Santa Cruz de Mar Pequenao it is

ﬁundersﬁood that the territory of the eqtablishment

will_not extend beyond the course of thefwadi

Tazéroualt from its s&urce as far as'its‘confluence'

with the Wadi Mesa and the course of the Wadi Mesa

from its confluence 2s far as the 824,
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? AAMJ ngrqs FO “!: ast?ounCdIdAries of Ifni again were the subjoct of
an intefndtional agreemento Aecording to Article III of the French-Spanish
Convention of 2? November 1912, France and Spain delineated the boundaries

as follows.

_The Moroecan Government having, By'the Treaty of 26

April 1860 conceded to Spain an establishment at

:z ‘de Mar PeqLena, it is understood that the

;territory of this establishment has the following
E%'limits'; to the north, the Wadi Bou-Sedra [or Asif
}en Salguema:] from its mouth; to the south, the
wadi ;ounb or Usad As acég from its mouth; and to
'Jthe egst a line approx1m tely 25 kilometers from

;the coasta

An lnterpretation of the boundary according to the 1912 Treafy is

shown on Map v }Spain did not accomnlish an effective occupation of Ifnﬁ

until 1034 At tha* time. however, Spanish forces cEaimed 2’ mors easnerly'
bamndary than that shown on Map 1, The 1934 ¢laim has been added to
¥ap 1, 1loag wi h the most recent available Spanish version of ths:
boundaryg_which appeared in an offielal 19354 publication of the Iﬁrecc;an
General da'ﬁafruécos ¥ Colonias.

None of the sources of information on the Ifni boundary inaiccteg
that the line has been demarcated.

In 1580, Ceuta cgme into the possession of Spain, and it was

confirmed as Spanish in 16%0. Ceuta has been a Spaniqh~posseasior since
‘that date, slthough, with SpnﬂiSh consent, it was occupled by the Brit tish

'du:lng the Napoleonic haras
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August 1844, a treaty was concluded between Spain and Forocco
in which the limits of Geuta were defined. This treaty was confirmed

on 7 Octobe‘”18 | l;The following year, on 6 May 1845, another treaty

was,siggéd b ~.Spa n ‘and Foroeco relative to the Ceuta frontier; again
on 26 Aprll 1860 the boundary was the subject of a Spanish—Noroccah

vaﬂreement. _The~last agreement the Treaty of Peace ‘and Amity between

Spain and uor ,%is believed to be the legal basis of the present ~Qay

¢ The delinaation of the boundary according to this treaty is

o ' indicatedion Fap 2 aecompanying this memorandum; it is shown in greater

b'ailable on loan from the U. S. Army Map Service,”
Nowhereuin _he literature dealing with the Ceuta boundary is any

mentlon made of dctual demarcation of the llne.

C. WELILL& .
In 1490 ‘Melilla came into the possession of Spain; but the

earliest Known referenee to the boundaries of Felllla is dated 2% \ugust

1859, at wnicn time a convention was concluded between Spain and Yorocco

extendlng Spanish Jurisdietion beyond its previous limits, The fe.iowing
yesr, on 26 April 1860, the boundary was defined in a2 treaty between

Spain and Ubrccco as foLlows~

* Pertinent sections of tiis 1860 Treaty may be found if British snd

Forelgn State Papsrs, Vol. II, page 928,

&3

Mapa del Norte dfé Marruegos o Hoda 2, Ceuta-Tetuan, AMS Library call
No. 23P 3-30-52001-103, '
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fixed by Spanish_énd ¥orocecan enéineers, who shall

adopt as their Basis of operations for fixing the

extension of said limitso the range of a piece of

_ cannon,e.,- ' | |
There is no information to indicete that Spanish or Moroccan

englneers ever fired the "piece of sannon' in order to esﬁablish in
this pictufesqne but imprecise manner the limlts of Spani%h territory.
In fact, differences soon arose over the fulfillment of béth the 1859
Convention and the 1860 Treaty., Another treaty was therefore concluded
on 30 October 1861, As a result of this treaty, an Act of Delimitation
was signed by the ccommissioners of Spain and Morocco on 26 June 1862
fixing both the boundary of ﬁélilla and that of a surrounding neutral
~zone. These boundaries are indicated on Map 3 accomranying this
memorandum, They are shown in greater detail on a map available ci: loan

from the U. S. Army Map Service.*

No information is available as to whether or not boundary markers
have been established on the ground,

D. SrANISH SAWARA

1. Rrio de_Oro
On 9 Jénuary 1885, Spain gave formal notice of the
extension of Spaniéh protection over cértain territories on the nortﬁwest
coast of Africa extending from Caps Blanco to Cape Bojador, that is, the
area now known as Rk; de Oro, On 26 April 1887, this territory was placed

under the charge of the Spanlsh governor=gensral of the Canary Islands,

* Plang del Camno Exterior de Melilla y Croquis del Campo FronterizoB

AMS Tdbrary Call No. 41-30-52001-15.
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Desplte the 1885 dacreé, ‘the Convention between France and Spain
signed on 27 June 1900 is generally listed by Spanish sources as the
legal basis for the boundary between Frenchk Maurditania and Spanish
Rio de Oro..i j | -

The technical implémenﬁation of the Convention of 1900 was 1§ng-

delayed,’ Not until December 1956 did Spaln and France reach a final

azreement rati  ;ng the worT of a team that had been enganed for some

time in delimitlng and marking the frontier. That agreement 13 not, yet
available in'?ashington butiwas summarlzed in Amembassy Fadrid Despatch

733 of 10 January 195? as follows-

i ‘
i
l

-The frontier will run from the sea st Cabo! Blanco !

on a line midway between the shores of the'peninsuia
 as far as the 21° 20¢ parallﬁl of north la%itude'
thgp-follqw this parallel eastward as far as the 13th
meridian west of Greenwich; then follow this meridian
-northward to Galb Azefal; then pr@ceed by a series

of straight lines uniting high landmarks to Glief
Yerad; then continue to the intersection of the
Tropic of Cancer with the thk:meridian; then follow

this weridlan northwerd.

No map is currently availéble that shows the results of the 1556
agreement. When such a map does become dVdilablea the in»erpretaticn of
tha “fb de Cro-Mauritania boundary should be reexaminbd Jince there
appears to be a slight discrepancy between the boundary as déseribed in

the quoted apreement and thsi giveh by other presumably reliable sources.
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These other sources include a 1955 publication of the Spanish Conszejo

: Superior de Ihvestigacionés Ciehtificas and the French Carte Aérowautigue:

du Monde published in 1956 by the Ipstitut Geographique Hational The

boundaxy shown on kap 4 is taken from the 1955 Spanish publication ﬁnd
is essentially in agreement with the French version of the boundary.

2, 2

The bbuhdaries of Saguvia el Hamra shown on Map 4 were defined.
in Article VIﬁpf the,French-Spa@iéh Convention of 3 October 1904 as

follows:

'The Government of the French Republic acknowledges
heneefortb to ﬁhe Spanlsh Government: full liberty
of action in the region between 26° and 27°4L0* north
1at£§kdg'aﬁd the merid#an 11° west of Paris (8940
:wes§ of4Greenwich) [;hd the coaszy;

Ja Soﬁ@ﬁérn‘ﬁgrocco

-Thé5f“ﬁhdéries of the territory variously called Southern

Woruecoo Spanish Souvthern Vorecco, Southern Spanish Protectorateg Tekna,
or simply the Zone Souuh of the River Draz were def:ned by the Frenche
Spanish brbpty of 27 November 1912 (see Map L), Artlcle II of this
treaty notes that;

In'ﬁhe south_p£ Yorocco, the frontier of the French

and Spanish Zones will be defined by the thalweg of

the'Df;a-River; the fromtier will follow the Draa

from ihe ogean to 1ts{jﬁnctian with the 11th meridian

west of Paris (8°40“.west of Greenwich); it follows

this meridian souttward to 27°40° north latitude.

el

~ Approved For Re‘léa{’s‘e-:ffc|A-RD‘P‘6 1-00391 Rbb‘ozzooz4oo;1;5-_7; o

e

D




~J
i
&

iroved Eord f” P61 -003 1R000200240015'7
Appgqv‘? Fi‘oghﬁglgarsall% '%27 north icles V

-and VIrof the Conventlon of 3 October 1904 will

.remaii applicable. The Moroecan regions north and
eas' f. the delimitation described in the present |
:parag ph will belong to the French Zone.

to the present-ddy Yoroccan and Spanish disagresment . F

o it is reasonably clear}from the terminology of

»ionéliagreements negotiated during the early part of
this cenéuny. iiﬁbfb Spain ;nd France récognized the Sﬁitaﬁﬁg slaim
to SOVerelgnty ver_Southern Vorocco. Spain and Frapce carved out

” uence" in Morocco; but in theory, upheld the idea.of

Much of the present econfusion &pp@ars to be

River, bﬁtfiﬁﬂAit;cle VI the fact that Sagula el Hamra wgs considered

“outside'oflMoroccén territory"” was specifically noted. Thus the very

strong ihfereneé is that'this vhole territory was within the Spanish
“sphere of influence® but that;only Saguia el Uamra was adtually an
area of Spanishiéovereignty.
In Article i of the French;Spanish treaty of 27 Novembér 1912, it
was noted that: |
Tﬁg Tegions'cpmprised»in the zone of influence determined
by Article II}remain under'the elvil and religious

authority of the Sultan....
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Article [}EI’O%I %gchs)gm@et!geaa 2 (%uéte%io 516 rgsagl;loge 0?1%‘9382,4?.2 1é5i‘:€7eét,

that French 1nf1uence extends as far south as the Draa River- tha"’ the

area between the Draz and 2?°L!-O' N (i.e., Southern Morocco) is w:. hin ,

the Spanish zone; and that the area south of 27°40% N is ”outaide of

Yoroccan territory."™ If Spain at that time had; clazimed sovereignty
OF ! . |

over Southern Mporoeco as we%ll as over the area south of 2704Q° K, it

18 reasonable to conclude tihat specific notice would have been made of

that fact, ' .
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