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Boston School Desegregation: The Fallowness of Common Ground

Cover Page Footnote

Editor's Note: Many of the individuals who were involved in the Boston public school desegregation in the
1970s are critical of the best-selling book about this period, Common Ground, by J. Anthony Lukas.
Blacks who were involved with the desegregation efforts since the 1960s assail the book as
misrepresenting the black community and perpetuating racial stereotypes. Announcements have been
made concerning plans to produce a television docudrama from this book. Consequently, there is cause
for concern about increasing the circulation of any misrepresentation. The following article examines the
book to see if it provides a "reliable account.

This article is excerpted from a longer essay which appeared in the New England Journal of Public Policy
(1986), 2 (1), 81-102. Dr. Robert A. Dentler, Professor of Sociology at the University of Massachusetts at
Boston, is the court-appointed expert in the Boston school desegregation case (1975-87) and co-author of
Schools on Trial: An Inside Account of the Boston Desegregation Case.
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