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FOREWORD

Of late, considerable emphasis is being placed on the application of empirical methods in legal research. However, 
legal research in India has not kept up with this development. There is a general lack of priority in promoting 
research skills amongst students pursuing graduate and post graduate courses in law. This is despite the fact that 
research skills are recognized as one of the core requirements for law students.  The main predicament in this 
direction is noted to be the lack of right kind of training on the part of students and teachers. Most law schools 
expect students to undertake research projects as a part of their curriculum. However, there is often a lack of clear 
cut scheme, guidance, material and competence in the entire process of undertaking, guiding, and evaluating 
research projects. There is hardly any concise and agreeable material available which could resolve the queries 
of young students in planning and presenting their research in an efficient manner. This situation has largely 
fostered an attitude of indifference among students towards research assignments. Resultantly the overarching 
objective of promoting a culture of research in law schools remains a distant dream.

True to its mission, the National Law University, Delhi (NLUD) places considerable emphasis on Empirical Legal 
Research (ELR) and aspires to be identified as a world class research university.  In pursuance of these objectives, 
the NLUD, in the recent past, has undertaken several initiatives  including the organization of specific workshops 
on empirical legal research methods and has trained a large number of teachers across the country to be able to 
emphasise research skills among students.

In the same vein, it was considered that NLUD may develop a reference handbook for simplifying the process 
of undertaking research projects. I am elated to introduce this ‘Handbook for Research Project Writing’. This reads 
as a manual and is tailored to the needs of young students planning to write project reports. The Handbook 
includes a step by step learning of both- doctrinal and non-doctrinal research. Concise and crisp, it offers useful 
illustrations and sample writings to understand the application of research method in realistic way. Further, it 
has many standard templates to bring uniformity in structuring project reports in terms of proper shaping of the 
cover page, contents and other parts. An easy to understand account of citation is also the key highlight of this 
publication.

I am sure this publication will bring much-needed standardization in the whole process of writing of project 
reports by law students. I expect students to make its fullest possible use. I also welcome suggestions from all 
quarters to further improve this publication.

Ranbir Singh
(Vice Chancellor, NLU, Delhi)
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Using the Handbook

The Handbook in your hands is a ready reference as to how to handle various research 
assignments given to the a law student as part of the curriculum. This Handbook is an 
answer for the following exercises:

1. Writing synopsis for doctrinal/non-doctrinal1 research project

2. Planning and execution of non-doctrinal or empirical research project

3. Writing the report for non-doctrinal or empirical research project

4. Learning about the style and application of citation

5. Writing synopsis for doctrinal research project

6. Planning and execution of doctrinal research project

7. Writing the report for doctrinal research 

8. Writing research proposal

9. Adherence to the format – structure, spacing, presentation and following 
the correct sequencing

10. Applying the templates given for perfecting the component wise research 
writing

11. Understanding and applying a suitable framework for analysing the cases 
and undertaking case analysis

1The term doctrinaire or non-doctrinaire is also used. However, this Handbook relied on doctrinal 
and non-doctrinal terminology as the same is found to be widely prevalent and internationally used 
and accepted.
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Guidelines for
Writing Research Project

The Project Report writing as an essential part of B.A. LL. B. (Hons.) & LL. M. levels 
require to follow a definite research design. The choice of research design and method 
of research in law is based on the nature of research, content and other parameters. 
Broadly speaking, the research undertaken by the students could be of two kinds: 
doctrinal and non-doctrinal. A doctrinal research means a study that has been carried 
out on a legal proposition or propositions by way of analyzing the existing statutory 
provisions and cases by applying the reasoning power. Doctrinal research involves 
analysis of case law, arranging, ordering and systematizing legal propositions and 
study of legal institutions through legal reasoning or rational deduction. The method 
applied in this kind of study is qualitative and it is also known as non-empirical 
research as it is based on secondary sources. Empirical research is an inquiry that 
attempts to discover and verify general rules allowing us to understand why human 
beings or events behave the way they do. The methods like observation, interview, 
questionnaire, survey and case study are used to discover the human conduct. Socio-
legal research is the best example of empirical or non-doctrinal research.

While very precise guidelines are provided in the next section to guide the students 
very generally in applying appropriate research methods, the students are advised 
to consult standard books to further explore these aspects. Besides, some peculiar 
research may need specific methodology or a combination of methods suggested 
in this section. In all such cases, the candidate may seek specific guidance from the 
concerned teacher/ supervisor to approach the problem.
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Guidelines for
Writing Empirical Research Project

Title

The title especially, in empirical project should, reflect the focus of research problem 
in specific terms. Avoid writing too broad and general title like ‘Crime against women 
in India’ instead it, depending upon the focus, may be like: ‘Domestic Violence against 
Working Women in the Districts of Indore & Bhopal of M.P.’  

Structure of Project Report

If the candidate is to write the synopsis or proposal for research, the structure 
suggested below may be followed and use future or simple present tense (e.g. …the 
present study examines…../or the present study will examine…). If the candidate has 
completed the research and is writing the report past tense should be used which 
is suitable to report the findings made by the researcher/ scholar. (e.g. the research 
found that….).

The research proposal / synopsis / or the report may be organised in the following 
manner: 

1. Introduction

State a brief background and introduce the subject in few paragraphs or pages; it 
should not be directly lifted from the original source. Make your arguments and 
adopt an analytical tone to place the problem under investigation in a context. 

Review of Literature

It is a survey of juristic writings on the chosen topic. Consult the literature viz; articles, 
books, reports, cases, monographs, data bases on the broad theme to highlight:

• general development in the field [ascending order in terms of year of 
publications];

• noteworthy contribution in the field expressed through various writings;

• connect and place the proposed subject of study in literature review to 
highlight its relevance.
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2. Present Study

A. Statement of the Problem: (At least 200 words)

Clearly state the problem to be undertaken. Make a clear statement/narrative 
highlighting the exact coverage and purview of the problem under investigation. 
Make a mention of the issues, which would be actually investigated in the research. 
The key issues about the problem in theoretical and applied context of the concerned 
discipline should be specified. The specific aim of the project, its rationale, including 
the rationale of the approach adopted for studying the problem should be specifically 
mentioned. (Refer to Annexure – X for template).

B. Conceptual Context:

There may be concepts, propositions and doctrines in the proposed study, which 
need to be defined for the purpose of the study in hand. Make operational definitions 
of all such usages.

The scholar is expected in this section to introduce and contextualize the ‘general 
research area’. Such contextualization is to provide the researcher an opportunity to 
link a specific social and legal problem to a body of socio-legal theory. 

3. Methodology : 

A. Objectives :

State categorically the measurable objectives (preferably not more than five) of the 
research to be undertaken. Example:

1. To study the available infrastructure and manpower to enforce labour law 
in the city of Chandigarh.

2. To examine the factors (social and economic) in child labour etc. 

B. Hypothesis/ Research questions :

Make crisp statements ( e.g. one each for all objectives) entailing not more than two 
variables describing the presumed relationship or influence on each other (‘length 
of experience of judge is positively linked with his  capacity to dispose the cases’, 
‘relaxation in regulatory mechanism in international trade sector caused a spurt in 
economic crimes’). Additionally or alternatively, research questions may also be 
framed to investigate the issues slated for the research. Hypotheses are advisable 
where the researcher has fairly good idea of issues, concepts and their relevance to 
the proposed research. 
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Research questions could be helpful where the researcher does not have sufficient 
idea of the work done in that area or the nature of issues under research are only 
evolving. Example: 

• Does child labour has anything to do with the education? or;

• Does the type of parenting has any association with the indulgence of a 
child in to labour situation?

(c) Coverage & Scope :  The duration or number of cases and nature of cases 
studied; or any geographical region (city, villages etc.) or any institution 
(like case study of Economic Offence Wing etc.) studied.

(d) Sample : normally in non-doctrinal studies. Mention the sampling 
method used.

(e) Data Collection : All kinds of research (doctrinal or non-doctrinal) 
require some kind of data. Make a mention of sources and nature of 
data collected and utilized in the report. It may include the following :

Primary Data collection

If the study involves data collection from the respondents, following is the scheme: 

• Universe of the study (state the source/estimated number of total 
population of units) 

• Sampling design (method of sampling to extract the required number of 
sample)

• Tools used ( the ways to collect the required data like interview schedule, 
questionnaire, participant observation, case study) 

• Techniques (any scale, measurement etc.)

• Statistical consideration/ software applications.

Nature of data that are proposed to be collected should be specifically mentioned. 
The sources for each type of data and the tools and techniques that will be used 
for collecting different types of data should also be specifically mentioned. For 
questionnaire and/or interview schedule to be used, the following should be indicated: 

(a.) Nature and coverage of the questionnaire or interview schedule to be 
used for different sections of respondents.

(b.) Number of questions to be asked from each respondent

(c.) Scaling technique proposed to be included, if any

(d.) Projective tests incorporated in the questionnaire/interview schedule, 
if any
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(e.) Coding plan (e.g., whether the questions/ responses/ items will be pre-
coded or not; if coding is required, mention whether it is to be done in 
computer or manually)

(f.) In case, interview technique is being adopted, please mention about 
how they are to be conducted, including the particular characteristics 
of the interviews/ interviewers

(g.) In case of observation technique, mention type of observation, 
participants, quasi-participants, non-participants; units of observation; 
or other techniques, if any. 

If the study requires any control groups, these should be specifically mentioned therein.

Secondary Data collection (Both non-doctrinal and doctrinal study)

• Mention of Secondary sources used-library resources/reports consulted/
internet resources used. 

• Case studies.

• Case laws/judgments.

• Content analysis/document analysis/Meta-analysis.

4. Data Analysis Plan: 

Data analysis could be manually or electronically. The use of IBM SPSS Statistics can 
be made to analyse the data collected from the respondents. 

Refer to any particular qualitative/quantitative techniques which would be used in 
this study. 

5. Significance of the study  

Clearly state as to what theoretical, pragmatic and policy contribution would be made 
by the study. Make at least four to five substantial statements in this section1.

6. References

Follow the standard referencing and citation (Follow the ‘Blue Book citation style)

1Keep the tense in mind; if writing a proposal use future tense and if writing the  report, use the past tense.
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Steps in Empirical Research Report

1. Introduction (context and general background)

2. Literature review

3. Statement of research problem.

4. Objectives

5. Hypotheses / research question.

6. Sampling

7. Data Collection.

8. Data analysis

9. Discussion (Critical commentary by examining the objectives and 
hypotheses – this part can be divided into sections or Chapters)

10. Conclusions / Recommendations

11. References
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Guidelines for
Doctrinal Research Project

Doctrinal research is a qualitative enquiry. The choice and coverage of doctrinal legal 
research could be very expansive and it is tough to suggest any fixed format for this 
kind of research. This is mainly due to the reasons that this kind of research involves 
research problem requiring highly individualized rather than standard methodology. 
For instance, the research involving case study method or focusing on case analysis 
including case comment may have little different frame to follow. 

The research involving jurisprudential analysis of an issue, analysis of statute, historical 
or comparative growth of any legal doctrine or legal system, examination of any legal 
concept through case laws or legal theories, regulatory issues in corporate or IPR 
regimes, locating and weighing an idea in the constitutional context or human rights 
context, enforcement issues in various jurisdictions, international laws affecting the 
relevant domestic  issue etc. are some examples of some broad areas of research 
which are possible through doctrinal research design.

Steps for Doctrinal Design
1. Introduction

State a brief background and introduce the subject in few paragraphs or pages; it 
should not be directly lifted from the original source. Make your arguments and 
adopt an analytical tone to place the problem under investigation in a perspective. 

2. Conceptual context

There may be concepts, propositions and doctrines in the proposed study, which 
need to be defined for the purpose of the study in hand. Make operational definitions 
of all such usages.

The scholar in this section is expected to introduce and contextualize the ‘general 
research area’. Such contextualization is to provide the researcher an opportunity to 
link a specific social and legal problem to a body of socio-legal theory.



National Law University, Delhi 8

3. Review of literature
It is a survey of juristic writings on the chosen topic.
Consult the literature including articles, books, reports, cases, monographs, data 
bases) on the broad theme to highlight:

• general development in the field [ascending order in terms of year of 
publications];

• noteworthy contribution in the field expressed through various writings;
• connect and place the proposed subject of study in literature review to 

highlight its relevance. 

4. Statement of research problem
Clearly state the problem to be undertaken. Make a clear statement/narrative 
highlighting the exact coverage and purview of the problem under investigation. 
Make a mention of the issues, which would be actually investigated in the research. 
The key issues about the problem in theoretical and applied context of the concerned 
discipline should be specified. The specific aim(s) of the project, its rationale, including 
the rationale of the approach adopted for studying the problem should be specifically 
mentioned. (Refer to annexure – X for template). 

5. Formulation of objectives
State categorically the objectives (preferably not more than five) of the research 
to be undertaken. The objective to be stated sharply entailing the key issues to be 
examined (Annexure – XI).

6. Framing hypothesis / research questions

Hypothesis in doctrinal research must be framed to address of the prescribed 
objectives of the study. The hypothesis must depict the interplay of key issues, 
emerging debates, conflicting notions and evolving trends in the subject. Alternatively, 
research questions may be formed and these questions must lead the researcher to 
examine a definite body of literature, cases and publications etc. 

7. Sampling procedures

The researcher to focus on the following- 
• Choice of setting.
• Choice of key informants.
• Choice of study groups and events.
• Choosing the setting, the event and the respondent(s) to be addressed 

first, events and respondents will change as research progresses.



Research Project 9

8. Tools for data collection

• Depending upon the subject the researcher can apply various tools like 
case study, case law analysis, analytical induction, constant comparison, 
textual analysis, content analysis etc. (Visit… http://psychsoma.co.za/
files/15methods.pdf)

9. Data collection / Analysis

• Data collection and its analysis in a doctrinal study goes together where 
the identical information is combined from various sources to evolve 
certain patterns, categories and concepts. Under the teacher’s supervision, 
following scheme may be tried. 

• Entering the setting, data gathering and open coding; examining and 
comparing the data; drawing inferences from the data, leading to 
identification of concepts; adding new data; refining concepts.

• Axial coding; integrating/re-integrating data and constructing categories. 
Inter-connecting, contextualizing categories, giving attention to causes 
and consequences; adding new data; comparing categories, formulating 
propositions2.

• Selective coding; identifying the core category, relating it to other 
categories, validating their relationships, and further refining and 
developing them.

• Testing propositions/ hypotheses; theoretical saturation; leading to theory 
Recording and organizing data3 .

Secondary Data collection

• Mention of Secondary sources used - library resources/reports consulted/
internet resources used.

• Case studies.

• Case laws/judgments.

• Content analysis/document analysis/Meta-analysis.

 2Applicable in selected case where a rigid / fixed research design is contemplated.

 3Sarantakos, S. (1998). Social Research Australia, Mac Millan Publisher Pvt. Ltd. (2nd Ed).
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10. Data analysis and interpretation are to be placed in various 
       sections of the report. 

• Analyzing data by grouping the information and developing new categories. 

• Assigning meanings to the narratives. 

• Testing hypotheses.

11. Conclusions and Recommendations 

• This section must indicate the broad conclusions of the study. Also suggest 
major recommendations for improvement of the situation.

Doing Doctrinal Analysis

• Assembling  relevant facts

• Identifying the legal issues

• Analysing the issues with a view to searching for the law

• Reading background material (including legal dictionaries, legal

• Locating primary material (including legislation, delegated 
legislation and case law

• Synthesising all the issues in context

• Coming to a tentative conclusion
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Steps in Doctrinal Research Report

1. Introduction (context and general background)

2. Literature review

3. Statement of research problem.

4. Objectives

5. Hypotheses/research question.

6. Data Collection (Identification of material and cases etc)

7. Data analysis (content analysis case study, case analysis, meta 
analysis, constant comparison analytical induction.

8. Discussion (Critical commentary by examining the objectives and 
hypotheses and deriving inferences)

9. Conclusions/Recommendations

10. References



National Law University, Delhi 12

The Bluebook - A Uniform System of Citation*

BOOKS [Rule 15]

Books One author:
RUSS VERSTEEG, LAW IN THE ANCIENT WORLD 65 (2002).

Two authors:
VICTOR E. SCHWARTZ & EVELYN F. ROWE, COMPARATIVE NEGLIGENCE 22 (2002).

Three or more authors:
REBECCA J. COOK ET AL., REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND HUMAN RIGHTS: 
INTEGRATING MEDICINE, ETHICS, AND LAW 56-64 (2003). 

Books with Multiple Editions:
RICHARD H. FALLON, JR. ET AL., HART AND WECHSLER’S THE FEDERAL COURTS 
AND THE FEDERAL SYSTEM 330 (6th ed. 2009).

ARTICLE

Journal Article Journal article:
Charles A. Reich, The New Property, 73 YALE L.J. 733, 737-38 (1964).

Law Review Articles

Element Author 
Name(S),

Title of Article, Volume No. 
(Issue No.)

NAME OF 
JOURNAL 

Starting 
Page,

Pin Cite (Year of 
Publication).

Example Bruce 
Ackerman,

Robert 
Bork’s Grand 
Inquisition,

99 Yale L. J. 1419, 1422-25 (1990).

* Nineteenth Edition - It is advisable to Keep updating the citation style as per the forthcoming editions 
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Magazine Articles

Element Author Name(s), Title of Article, NAME OF MAGAZINE Issue Year Page.

Example C. Banerjee, Gun Minus Fire, OUTLOOK May 1987 at 37. 

Newspaper Article Newspaper article:
Ari L. Goldman, O’Connor Warns Politicians Risk Excommunication over Abortion, N.Y. 
TIMES, June 15, 1990, at A1.

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
Articles in print versions of newspapers

Element Author 
name(s),

Title of 
Article,

NAME OF 
NEWSPAPER

Page 
Number

(City Edition, Date of Publication).

Example N. Vyas, BJP not happy 
with JMM 
proposal,

THE HINDU 14 (Bangalore edn., May 8, 2010).

Articles in online versions of newspapers

Element Author 
name(s),

Title of 
Report,

NAME OF 
NEWSPAPER

(Date of 
Publication), 

URL (Last visited 
on Date).

Example S. Milne, Nick Clegg’’s 
Fateful 
Declaration 
for Cameron, 

THE 
GUARDIAN

(May 7, 
2010),

http://www. 
guardian.co. 
uk/comment 
isfree/2010/ 
may/07/nick-  
cleggdavid - cameron

(Last visited 
on May 7, 
2010).
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CASE LAW

Cases India cases:

Ram Swaroop v. State (Govt. NCT) of Delhi (21.05.2013 - SC)  

Central Bureau of Investigation v. V. Vijay Sai Reddy (09.05.2013 - SC)  

Sangeeta v. Hitesh Kumar (18.02.2013 - DELHC)  

Adobe Systems Inc. &Ors. v. Mr. SachinNaik&Ors. (12.03.2013 - DELHC)  

Dr. ArunKumar Chowdhary v. State of U.P. and Others (24.01.2013 - ALLHC)  

Haseeb Ahmed @ Rassu v. Commissioner, Kanpur Mandal Kanpur and Others (15.12.2011 - ALLHC)  

U.S. case:

United States v. MacDonald, 531 F.2d 196, 199-200 (4th cir. 1976), rev’d, 435 U.S. 850 (1978).

U.K. case:

R. v. Lockwood, (1872) 99 Eng. Rep. 379 (K.B.).

Cases

Element Name of Petitioner/ 
Appellant

v. Name of Defendant/
Respondent 

Citation Pin 
Citation

Court

Example 1 Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala, AIR 1973 SC 1461 (Supreme 
Court of 
India).

Example 2 Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala, AIR 1973 SC 1461, 1475 (Supreme 
Court of 
India).

Shortened Form

Element Shortened Form Citation Pin Citation

Example 1 Kesavananda Bharati, AIR 1973 SC 1461.

Example 2 The Basic Structure Case, AIR 1973 SC 1461, 1475.
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Element Pin Cite, NAME OF THE CONSTITUTION, Year.

Example 1 Art. 132(1), THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA, 1950.

Example 2 Art. 1, Sec. 8, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1787.

Example 3 Art. 51, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
(Grundgesetz), 

1949.

Constitutions Indian Constitution:
Ind. Const. art. III, § 21,

United States Constitution:
U.S. Const. art. III, § 2

United States Constitution (Amendment):
U.S. Const. amend. XX, § 4
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CASES [Rule 10]

In Footnotes US Supreme Court Case:
Baker v. General Motors Corp., 522 U.S. 222, 228 (1998).

US Federal Court of Appeals Case:
In re. Equip. Servs., Inc., 290 F.2d 739 (4th Cir. 2002), aff’d sub nom., Lamie v. U.S. Trustee, 
124 S. Ct. 1023 (2004).

US Federal District Court Case (published):
Phillips v. Pembroke Real Estate, Inc., 288 F. Supp. 2d 89 (D. Mass. 2003).

US Federal District Court Case (unpublished):
Grim v. Murphy, No. 03-11542, slip op. at 7 (D. Mass. Oct. 24, 2003).

US State High Court Case:
Wesson v. Leone Enters., Inc., 774 N.E.2d 611 (Mass. 2002).

US State Appeals Court Case:
Korper v. Weinstein, 783 N.E.2d 877 (Mass. App. Ct. 2003).

US Electronic Cite:
Machado v. Leahy, No. BRCV200200514, 2004 WL 233335, at *5 (Mass. Super. Jan. 3, 2004).

SHORT FORMS

Short forms The short forms of words which are not mentioned in this guide are not acceptable. Short 
forms which are acceptable are: 
¶ for paragraph 
Art. for article 
Cl. for clause 
Dn. for division 
No. for number 
Reg. for regulation 
Sc. for scene 
Sec. for section 
Vol. for volume 
Add „s’’ to the short form for the plural form. For multiple paragraphs, put ¶¶ 
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BLOCK QUOTATIONS [Rule B 12]

Block 
Quotations

Quotations of fifty or more words should be single spaced, indented left and right, justified, 
and without quotation marks. This is known as a block quotation. Quotation marks within 
a block quotation should appear as they do in the original. The citation following a block 
quotation should not be indented hut should begin at the left margin on the line following 
the quotation, as shown in this example:

[T]his presumptive privilege must be considered in light of our historic commitment to 
the rule of law. This is nowhere more profoundly manifest than in our view that “the 
twofold aim [of criminal justice] is that guilt shall not escape or innocence suffer.” We 
have elected to employ an adversary system of criminal justice in which the parties 
contest all issues before a court of law. . . . To ensure that justice is done, it is imperative 
to the function of courts that compulsory process be available for the production of 
evidence needed either by the prosecution or by the defense.

United States v. Nixon, 418 U.S. 683, 708—09 (1974) 
(citation omitted). The Court then balanced this interest against the evils of forced 
disclosure. Id. at 710. 
Consult rule 5 for guidance concerning other aspects of quotation, including omissions and 
alterations from original quoted material.

INTRODUCTORY SIGNALS [Rule 1.2]
(a) Signals that indicate support.

[no signal] Cited authority (i) directly states the proposition, (ii) identifies the source of a quotation, 
or (iii) identifies an authority referred to in the text. Use “[no signal],” for example, when 
directly quoting an authority or when restating numerical data from an authority.

E.g., Cited authority states the proposition; other authorities also state the proposition, but 
citation to them would not be helpful or is not necessary. “E.g.” may also be used in 
combination with other signals, preceded by a comma:
See, e.g.,
But see, e.g.,

Accord “Accord” is commonly used when two or more sources state or clearly support the 
proposition, but the text quotes or refers to only one; the other sources arc then introduced 
by “accord.” Similarly, the law of one jurisdiction may be cited as being in accord with the 
law of another.
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See Cited authority clearly supports the proposition. “See” is used instead of “[no signal]” when 
the proposition is not directly stated by the cited authority but obviously follows from it; 
there is an inferential step between the authority cited and the proposition it supports.

See also Cited authority constitutes additional source material that supports the proposition. “See 
also” is commonly used to cite an authority supporting a proposition when authorities 
that state or directly support the proposition already have been cited or discussed. The 
use of a parenthetical explanation of the source’s relevance (rule 1.5) following a citation 
introduced by “see also’ is encouraged.

Cf. Cited authority supports a proposition different from the main proposition but sufficiently 
analogous to lend support. Literally, “cf.” means “compare.” The citation’s relevance will 
usually be clear to [he reader only if it is explained. Parenthetical explanations (rule 1.5), 
however brief, are therefore strongly recommended.

INTERNET AND ONLINE CITATION

Internet and 
online citation

Exact Copies, Scanned images

John Donnelly, Health Policy Brief: Comparative Effectiveness Research,
HEALTH AFFAIRS 1 (2010), available at 

http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/70208.pdf.

Direct citations to Internet Sources

Jonathan H. Adler, A Few Thoughts on the Second Circuit’s DOMA Decision, THE VOLOKH 
CONSPIRACY, (Oct. 19, 2012, 8:26 AM),

http://www.volokh.com/2012/10/19/a-few-thoughts-on-the-second
circuits-doma-decision/.

Online Databases (Westlaw and Lexis)

In re K-Dur Antitrust Litig., No. 10-2078, 2012

U.S. App. LEXIS 14527 (3d Cir. July 16, 2012).
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Annexure - I

Format for
Submission of B. A. LL. B. (Hons.)/LL. M.
Project Report

The Project Report must comply with the following format:

1. Size of paper: A4.

2. Margins: Top: 1”, Left: 1.5”, Right: 1” and Bottom: 1”.

3. Paper quality: Normal Paper.

4. Volume: minimum fifteen to twenty pages, with printing on 
both side only with 1.5 line spacing.

5. Font: Times New Roman. 

6. Title / Top and Inner first pages: Title of Project Report. (See 
Annexure – II)

7. Declaration by the Scholar. (Annexure - III).

8. Others papers (Annexure - IV, V, VI, & VII)

9. Table of contents. (Annexure - VIII )
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Annexure - II

Format Sample – 1
Title Page

TITLE
(18 Bold)

Submitted by
(12 font size)

Supervised by
(12 font size)

Name of the Candidate
(14 Bold)

Name of the Supervisor
(14 Bold)

[University LOGO]

National Law University
Delhi (India)

2014
(18 bold)
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Annexure - III

Format Sample – 2

Declaration
(14 bold)

I hereby declare that the work reported in this project report entitled 
“Title” (12 bold) submitted at National Law University, Delhi (12 bold) 
is an outcome of my work carried out under the supervision of name(s) of 
Supervisor(s) (12 bold). I have duly acknowledged all the sources from which 
the ideas and extracts have been taken. To the best of my understanding, the 
project is free from any plagiarism issue.

(Signature of the Candidate)

Name (12)

National Law University, Delhi (12)

Date (12)
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Annexure - IV

Format Sample – 3

List of Acronyms & Abbreviations
(16 bold)

(Alphabetically)

AIR All India Reporter 

Cr. L. J. Criminal Law Journal

ICA International Centre for Arbitration

ICADR International Centre for Alternative Dispute Resolution

NALSA National Legal Services Authority

SCC Supreme Court Cases

UNCITRAL The United Nation Commission on International Trade

v. Versus

WLR Weekly Law Reports
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Annexure - V

Format Sample – 4

List of Cases
(16 bold)

(Alphabetically)

1. Abdul Karim v. State of Karnataka 2001 Cri. L. J. 148.

2. Bhirug v. Sate of U.P. 2002 Cri. L. J. 271.

3. Bipin Shantilal Panchal v. State of Gujarat and Anr.2002 Cri. L. J. 1254.

4. Chandrika v. State of U.P. 2000 Cri.L.J. 384.

5. Dagdu and Ors. V. State of Maharashtra 1977 Cri. L. J. 1206. 

6. Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar 1979 Cri. L. J. 1045.

7. Menka Sanjay Gandhi and Anr.v. Rani Jethmalani, AIR 1979 SC 468.

8. Noor Khan v. State of Raj., 1964 Cri.L.J. 167.

9. Zahira Habibullah Sheikh and Anr. V. State of Gujarat and Ors.,2006 Cr. L. J. 1694.
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Annexure - VI

Format Sample – 5

List of Table
(16 bold)

Table Number
(12 bold)

Caption
(12 bold)

Page Number
(12 bold)

1.1 Watermark on the bank currency note (12) 4

1.2 Various classifications of watermarking 12

1.3 Image watermark embedding scheme 13
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Annexure - VII

Format Sample – 6

List of Figures
(16 bold)

Figure Number
(12 bold)

Caption
(12 bold)

Page Number
(12 bold)

1.1 Watermark on the bank currency note (12) 4

1.2 Various classifications of watermarking 12

1.3 Image watermark embedding scheme 13
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Annexure - VIII

Format Sample – 7

Table of Contents
(16 bold Centre)

TITLE Page Number 
( 12 bold )

DECLARATION BY THE CANDIDATE

LIST OF ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS (12 bold)

LIST OF CASES

CHAPTER-1 ( 14 BOLD ALL CAP )

CHAPTER TITLE ( 14 BOLD ALL CAP )

1.1. SECTION TITLES ( 12 BOLD ALL CAP )

1.1.1 SUB-SECTION TITLE (12 BOLD ALL CAP)

1.1.2 SUB-SECTION TITLE  (12 BOLD ALL CAP)

1.1.3 SUB-SECTION TITLE (12 BOLD ALL CAP)

BIBLLIGRAPHY

Book

Statutes

Reports

Articles

Websites

Newspapers/Magzines
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Annexure - IX

Format Sample – 8

FIRST PAGE OF CHAPTER - EXAMPLE

CHAPTER 1
(14 BOLD ALL CAP CENTRE)

INTRODUCTION
(14 BOLD ALL CAP CENTRE)

Text……………
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Annexure - X

Template For Writing A Statement Problem

1. Start with a general problem identifying the need for the study. 
E.g. The problem of this study is ______

2. State the specific problem proposed for research. (use citation & 
usually a number to make it clear to the reader, e.g. 30% of the 
farms have been affected by the Napier grass disease

3. Introductory words describing Methodological approach (i.e. 
Research Design) are given and are appropriate to the specific 
proposal problem, e.g. this qualitative study will explore... or this 
quantitative study will examine ...
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Annexure - XI

A Model / Sample for Writing the Statement of
Problem, Objectives, Hypothesis and Research Design etc.

Statement of Problem:

The present study intended to focus upon the issues and problems relating to witnesses 
of certain criminal offences. With the help of a doctrinal and, non-doctrinal method, 
the proposed exercise attempted to know as to why and in what circumstances the 
witnesses turn hostile. Are there any specific factors, which induce hostility of a 
witnesses? Do the incidents of cooperation or hostility tend to vary along the types 
and characteristics of witness? A systematic probe in to some of these questions has 
been made in the study. Besides, the study also endeavoured to find as to what are 
the key problems that the witness faces in his interaction with police, prosecution 
and court officials. The issues of hostility and protection have been examined in the 
light of significant judgments. The perceptions of witnesses on several crucial aspects 
have also been studied to project a comprehensive picture of the issue under study. 
Finally, the study also took a critical view of the need for witness protection and the 
suggestions made by certain bodies have been subjected to a critical review.  The 
study has been geared by the key assumption that without resolving the basic issues 
and problems being faced by witnesses, their co-operation can not be elicited for the 
purpose of a free and fair trial.

Objectives:

• The study was geared to achieve the following objectives: 

• To outline the relevant legal provisions pertaining to witness

• To examine the issue of hostility of witness and the emerging debates on 
the issue especially in the light of leading judgments of courts and other  
publications.

• To study the experiences and problems of witnesses in their interaction 
with police, prosecution and court. 

• To critically review the idea of witness protection in the light relevant legal 
provisions.
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• To study the profile of witnesses in the chosen states.

• To identify the causes for the reluctance of people being witness to a 
criminal incident in the context of the characteristics of the witnesses.

• To survey the perceptions and attitudes of witnesses on certain matters 
relevant to this study.

Hypotheses:

The following hypotheses would be examined in this study:

1. The chief factors in the reluctance of witness are those relating to fear 
of criminal assault, harassment by the police and court and anticipatory 
loss of degradation of social status.

2. The persons from lower medium income groups and average education 
category are more likely to be the witnesses.

3. The hardships of witnesses are normally associated with police 
behaviour.

4. The witnesses experience considerable problems in the court.

5. Loss of faith in the criminal justice agencies is a factor discouraging the 
witnesses to come forward.

6. Witnesses do face pressures from influential sectors affecting their 
testimony.

7. The chances of manipulation and resulted hostility of witnesses are 
often seen in cases where the rich and powerful elements are involved.

Research Design:

In accordance with the objectives of the present study, doctrinal and non-doctrinal 
research designs have been adopted. The doctrinal design has been used to study 
the jurisprudential development in the areas of hostility, protection and problems 
of witnesses. This has been done primarily with the help of case laws and leading 
judgments of various courts. The reports of committees and commissions have been 
scanned to sifting the issues relating to the research problem.

The non-doctrinal method or empirical approach is the prime highlight of this study. 
In this pursuit, a sample survey has been carried out to collect the required data by 
using some structured methods of data collection.  
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Sample& Locale of the Study:

In order to attain the suggested objectives, the witnesses relating to various types of 
criminal offences have been included in this study. They include:

(i) Theft

(ii) Personal violence

(iii) Robbery

(iv) Dacoity

(v) Attempted murder/murder

(vi) Rape 

To have a suitable geo-cultural mix of the region, it was intended to have four districts 
one each from the states i.e. Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Karnataka.  
After the pilot study, it was decided to conduct the study on the capitals of the 
concerned State. A sample of two hundred from each state was proposed to be taken. 
The actual total sample size in the study was seven hundred and ninety eight (N=798). 
Several procedures of sampling were considered. It was indeed difficult to have a pre 
decided list of witnesses and then to contact them accordingly was practically difficult. 
Therefore, the study was conducted in an open setting.  The research team would 
visit the   court premises to contact the witnesses concerning the cases (according to 
the pre decided offences). This schedule was repeated daily until the desired number 
from each state was targeted. Though it was not always easy to contact and interview 
the witness waiting in the court premises, as the lawyers initially did not cooperate. 
Eventually, they were convinced and the research team received ample of help from 
them. The experiences in all the selected states were different. In order to meet the 
local demands like language etc. investigators were employed from the same region. 
Infact the witnesses used to have lot of free time after turning up to the court and 
hence the long interview did not face any problem. 

Tools for Data collection:

An Interview Schedule for collecting necessary information from the respondents was 
devised. As far as possible, all the items kept closed ended so that the respondents 
could easily answer. The aspects relating to the objectives of the study were properly 
included. A team of research investigators was deployed to contact the witnesses for 
eliciting requisite information. The job of data collection was accomplished with the 
help of local research investigators specially engaged for this purpose.

In addition to it, informal discussions with lawyers, prosecutors, police officials and 
judicial officers were held to gain insight into various aspects of the problem.
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Data Analysis:

The collected data from the respondents were subjected to editing and a coding 
plan was carried out to facilitate electronic data processing. The data was processed 
through Statistical Package for Social Sciences (IBM SPSS Statistics 21). A tabulation 
plan suiting to the scheme of this study was worked out.

Findings & Observations 

The key conclusions of this study are presented below: 

1. Majority of the respondents in this study (61.7 percent) found the 
adjournments to be quite frequent. This perception was largely shared 
by respondents in Rajasthan (19.3 percent) followed by Karnataka 
(16.7 percent). The highest number of respondents not subscribing to 
this view came from Maharashtra (12.7 percent) whereas the lowest 
number in this category came from Rajasthan (0.9 percent).

2. The data reveal that almost 65 percent witness had to appear more 
than once before the court for testimony while 35.2 percent could do 
so in the first hearing only.
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Guidelines for Writing

Cover 

Page

Table of 

contents

Background Need for 

the Study

Purpose 

and Aims 

of the 

Study

Literature 

Review

Research 

Design

Timetable / 

Plan

Proposed 

Thes is 

Structure

Significance 

/Expected 

Outcomes

Glossary Appendices References

These sections often 

combined

A Description
This 

Identifies 

1. Topic

2. Writer

3. Institution

4. Degree

Lists sections 

of proposal 

and page 

references

Provides 

information in 

regards to:

1. Social

2. Political

3. Historical

4. Educational

Persuade the 

reader that 

the study 

is useful / 

interesting

1. State 

clearly and 

concisely the 

purpose for 

the study 2. 

Outline the 

key research 

questions and 

aims

Provides 

information in 

regards to:

1. Significant 

researchers in 

the field

2. Shows you 

can be selective 

and a critical 

inquirer

1. Describes 

the research 

plans and

2. A statement 

about the 

delimitations 

(boundaries) 

of the study

Illustrates 

tasks proposed 

& stages / 

time line for 

completion

Describes the 

focus of each 

chapter

1. Predict the 

significance of 

the study and 

the expected 

outcomes

2. Closely relate 

the outcomes back 

to the aims of the 

study

A list of 

specialized 

Terms 

and their 

meanings 

(from 

another 

culture 

acronyms, 

key concepts 

in a relatively 

new filed)

To display 

documents that 

are relevant to 

the main text, 

but if they were 

to be included 

in the main text 

they would 

inhibit the flow 

of information

List of work 

that have been 

consulted thus 

far and which 

appear to be 

useful

Annexure - XII

Research Proposal
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Annexure - XIII

Case Comment Framework

This is an illustrative frame for doing an effective   case analysis and 
finally preparing case comment.

1. Background- constitutional & jurisprudential perspectives

2. Outline : main issue and relevant laws/ statutes involved in the case- 
journey of the case

3. Critical review of the case following its journey and its appearance at 
appeal level- 

4. Listing the key contentions – add comments 

5. Stand of prosecution at appeal level vis a vis at the levels of trial court 
and high court- comparison- critique of 

6. Stand of defence at appeal level vis a vis at the levels of trial court and 
high court- comparison- critique of 

7. Scrutiny of the case  by the appeal court- framing the issue – examination 
of applications of principles and laws – develop your arguments  about 
sufficiency and infirmities 

8. Examination of precedents applied- assess the coverage and suitability

9. Examination of evidence perused- review of any vital parameters left 
out  or inadequately perused  

10. Arguments and reasoning  extracted- critical review of 

11. Obiter dictum- need and relevance 

12. Ratio decendi-  examination of correctness 

13. Judgment – you views 

14. Comparative context: assessment if  similar case was decided in other/
foreign jurisdiction in different way

15. Contribution- whether the case contributed to the new jurisprudence 
or stressed the need to amend law and bring other changes in policy 
and practice 
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Annexure - XIV

Writing Research Papers: 10 Top Tips

By Marshall B. Kapp

The Law Teacher (Fall 1999) 

Virtually all law students write at least one legal research paper during their law school 
career, besides composing the usual array of briefs, memos, and legal instruments. In 
the experience of grading hundreds of legal research papers, I have accumulated an 
assortment of pet peeves and compiled a list of tips that other law teachers may find 
useful to share with their students at the outset of the writing endeavor. Most of 
these suggestions fall in the category of common sense, which is precisely why they 
need to be set forth explicitly. Here, I present my “top ten” list.  

1. Analyze and synthesize; don’t just paraphrase. 

Don’t thankfully latch onto one article directly on your topic, wish that you had written 
that very article, and then spend 25 pages just paraphrasing it, even with proper 
attribution (i.e., many footnotes, but most of them being id’s). In real legal practice, 
you will rarely be lucky enough to find one unassailable authority that conclusively 
and unarguably resolves your issue. 

If you can find incontrovertible authority on “all fours” with your case, by all means 
rely on it. 

Most of the time, however, the law has to progress by analysis that synthesizes, 
mainly through analogy and distinction, different pieces of a puzzle. Research papers 
should reflect that complex process. 

2. Avoid sweeping generalizations unless you can back them up with 
authority.

Legal writing involves argument and persuasion based on a reasoning process 
beginning with supportable premises, not the mere assertion of a proposition. 
Statements such as “Congress should repeal the ERISA preemption because all HMO 
executives care only about the bottom line” may be a hit on the political campaign 
trail but detract markedly from credibility in legal writing, unless supporting sources 
can be cited. 
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3. Avoid the “obvious.” 
Unless you are making a really unassailable proposition, such as “The earth revolves 
around the sun,” using terms such as “obviously,” “clearly,” “of course,” “unarguable,” 
“simply,” “certainly,” and “well known” raise enormous red flags for the reader. If you 
have authority for a proposition, cite it. If you don’t have any authority, perhaps the 
proposition is not as “obvious” as you thought. 
Besides, if your point is really that “obvious” to everyone, why waste time and space 
restating it? And, how can you be so sure that another lawyer won’t come along and 
disagree with the proposition that you thought was so “clear”?
Similarly, terms such as “many,” “several,” “numerous,” “some,” and “widely held” 
raise flags unless there is citation to examples. Think about how you would respond 
to a reader who sees such a term used, questions your accuracy, and demands, “Name 
one!” If you cannot, your bluff has been successfully called. 

5. Don’t apologize for your positions.
You rarely need to preface your statements with introductory quasi-apologies or such 
equivocations as “In my opinion,” “I think,” “I believe,” or “I feel.” 
First, the reader of legal writing really doesn’t care what the author “thinks,” “believes,” 
or “feels.” In this genre, the only things that matter are what you can prove or logically 
support through reasoned analysis and argument. 
Second, the reader automatically assumes that any proposition for which you do not 
cite authority must be your own opinion, so there is no need for the reminder. Just 
make your points and let them be evaluated for what they’re worth. 

6. Any particular law in mind? 
Avoid making broad statements such as “doing X is illegal” unless you can explain 
which specific statute, regulation, or common law rule is being violated, and why. Be 
especially cautious about making the claim that “doing X is unconstitutional” unless 
you can back up that claim with one or more constitutional clause(s). 

7. Cite primary sources. 
In a legitimate legal discussion, even the least strict constructionists at least begin 
by examining and citing the relevant law itself. Constitutional clauses, statutes, 
regulations, and judicial decisions are the primary building blocks of legal analysis; 
everything else is, literally, commentary. You can’t write a good legal research 
paper based solely on citations to secondary sources such as law review articles and 
textbooks. 
You have to begin with the actual law. Then, you can argue about interpretation. 
Legal readers, in the first instance, want to know what the law itself says, rather than 
what some law professor has to say.
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8. No gratuitous comments. 

Legal writing is not the place for gratuitous comments (e.g., “We should not forget 
that...” or 
“Unfortunately, the court disagreed...”) or throwaway lines. Words are the attorney’s 
only tool, so law students must learn to write as though every statement counts. 
In the same vein, use of rhetorical questions (e.g., “Why, you might ask...”) should 
be minimized in legal writing, in favor of declarative statements. The reader wants 
to know your position on the issues, and providing your position as an answer to a 
rhetorical question may strike many readers as a bit condescending or patronizing. 

9. Keep the tone serious.

Legal writing does not have to be somber and boring. Indeed, it ought to be creative 
and interesting. Creativity and provocation must take place, however, within a serious 
tone. Certain techniques that may fit well into certain other forms of writing (e.g., 
humor, rhetorical questions, a “whiz bang!!” feel) detract from the purpose of a legal 
research paper, which is to persuade the reader to agree with--and ultimately to act 
upon--your argument. The worst criticism that can be leveled against an attorney is 
“He/she is dishonest,” but the next most devastating is “He/she’s a joke.” An attorney 
is of little value to the client if others won’t take the attorney seriously, and law 
students should learn how to begin to earn that respect through their writing style. 

10. Proofread. 

In Evidence and elsewhere in the curriculum, law students learn about presumptions 
and burdens of proof. When it comes to evaluating a law student’s--and eventually 
a practicing attorney’s--writing and the arguments being made in that writing, most 
readers start with a presumption that sloppy writing (e.g., misspellings, erroneous 
punctuation, noun-pronoun disagreement, and grammatical mistakes) connotes 
sloppy thinking. Too many mechanical errors in a text can be so distracting that they 
obscure almost totally the argument the writer is trying to make. In today’s word-
processing age, there is no excuse for turning in a paper that has not been thoroughly 
reviewed. The student can catch up on sleep after the paper has been submitted.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

Marshall B. Kapp teaches at both the Wright State University School of Medicine and 
the University of Dayton School of Law, 300 College Park, Dayton, OH 45469; (937) 
775-3392; fax (937) 775-2851; marshall.kapp@wright.edu. 
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Annexure - XV

Check List for Project Writing

Content 

• have you identified all the main facts and/or issues? 

• have you made relevant points? 

• have you shown that you understand the key concepts? 

• have you made appropriate use of case law/statutes/concepts? 

• have you made adequate use of case law/statutes/concepts? 

• have you included your own ideas/opinions and substantiated them? 

Structure 

• does your introduction set out the key facts and issues? 

• have you developed a clear argument/discussion? 

• does each paragraph express a separate idea? 

• are sentences and paragraphs clearly linked? 

• does your conclusion summarise the argument/give a final answer?

Expression and use of language 

• are your ideas clearly expressed? 

• are your sentences of an appropriate length ie not too long? 

• is your grammar correct? 

• is your spelling correct? 

• is your use of language precise? 
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Research

• have you used the recommended source material effectively? 

• have you used additional relevant research material? 

• is your referencing adequate and appropriate? 

• is your bibliography correct?

• Presentation

• is your work neat and legible? 

• have you proof-read your essay? 

• have you included a word count and is it appropriate? 

• have you included a cover page with the required information? 

• have you included the plagiarism declaration

SUGGESTED READINGS

• AMITA DHANDA & ARCHAFLA PARASHAR ED., DECOLONIZATION OF 
LEGAL KNOWLEDGE IN INDIA, ROUTLEDGE (2009).

• ERWIN C. SURRENCY, B FELD & JOSEPH. CREA, A GUIDE TO LEGAL 
RESEARCH (Supplemented ed.1966). 

• HARVARD LAW REVIEW ASSOCIATION, THE BLUE BOOK: UNIFORM 
SYSTEM OF CITATIONS (18th ed. 2010).

• HYMAN H. M. & J. WILLIAM COBB, INTERVIEWING IN SOCIAL RESEARCH 
(1970). 

• INDIAN LAW INSTITUTE, LEGAL RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY (2001).

• J. D. S. ARMSTRONG & A KNOTT, WHERE IS THE LAW: AN INTRODUCTION 
TO ADVANCED LEGAL RESEARCH (2d ed. 2006).

• KHAN J. A., RESEARCH METHODOLOGY (2007). 

• KOTHARI C. R., RESEARCH METHODOLOGY, METHODS AND TECHNIQUES 
(2004).

• M. O. PRICE, H. BITNER AND BYSIEWICZ, EFFECTIVE LEGAL RESEARCH (4th 
ed.1976)
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• MARK K OSBECK, IMPECCABLE RESEARCH: A CONCISE GUIDE TO 
MASTERING LEGAL RESEARCH SKILLS (2010).

• MISHRA R. P., RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: A HAND BOOK (2002).

• MORRIS L COHEN & KENT C. OLSON, LEGAL RESEARCH IN A NUTSHELL 
(9TH ED. 2007).

• MORRISE L. COHAN, LEGAL RESEARCH IN NUTSHELL (1996).

• MORRISE L. COHAN, LEGAL RESEARCH IN NUTSHELL (4th ed. 1976).

• MYNENI S. R., LEGAL RESEARCH METHODOLOGY (3d ed. 2009).

• MYRON JACABSTEIN & ROY M. MERSKY, FUNDAMENTALS OF LEGAL 
RESEARCH (8th ed. 2002).

• PARANJAPE V. N., LEGAL EDUCATION RESEARCH METHODOLOHY (2011).

• PAULINE V. YOUNG, SCIENTIFIC SOCIAL SURVEY AND RESEARCH (1968).

• PAYNE STANLEY, THE ART OF ASKING QUESTIONS (1980).

• PETER CANE & HERBERT KRITZER, THE OXFORD HANDBOOK OF 
EMPIRICAL LEGAL RESEARCH (2010). 

• ROBORT M. LAWLESS ET AL., EMPIRICAL METHODS IN LAW (2010).

• STEPHANIE DELANEY, ELECTRONIC LEGAL RESEARCH: AN INTEGRATED 
APPROACH (2008).

• TIWARI H. N., LEGAL RESEARCH METHODOLOGY (1999). 

• UPENDRA BAXI, THE INDIAN SUPREME COURT AND POLITICS (1980).

• WILLIAM J. GRADE & PAUL K. HATT, METHODS IN SOCIAL RESEARCH 
(1952).
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Using Library Resources

The National Law University Library i.e. Justice T.P.S. Chawla Library serves as the 
intellectual foundation for students and faculty engaging in legal education and 
research. The library’s collection includes a comprehensive array of legal resources in 
both print and electronic formats as well as an outstanding online law collection. The 
Library of the University facilitates a wide scope to students and faculty members for 
deep research in multidimensional legal and law related subject areas.  A wonderful 
collection of print and non print media are readily available within the wall of the 
library. This service shows a boundary less library services round the clock within the 
campus.

Justice T.P.S. Chawla Library has a number of international and national online 
databases supporting legal research.  These can be accessed in IP ranges within the 
University Campus and CD ROM based legal databases have been procured within 
the library. The databases coverage includes Case Law Search, Legislation Search, 
Article Search, Subject Based Compilations, and e-books etc. The Collection of Justice 
T.P.S. Chawla Library enriches its electronic collection subscribing electronic books 
published by renowned publishers.  These books can be referred online through 
their respective web links functioned within intranet of the University. Apart from 
Online Databases and EBooks, Justice T.P.S. Chawla Library subscribes individual and 
package of Electronic Journals for its clientele access.

ONLINE DATABASES

Westlaw India & International

Westlaw India is an extended part of Westlaw International facilitating comprehensive 
search of Indian Case laws and Legislations. Apart from Indian Legal Information, 
Westlaw India through its international tab provides international legal information 
of United States, United Kingdom, Australia and European Union countries.  

LexisNexis Academic

LexisNexis Academic is a service for researching news, business and legal topics.  It 
contains more than 6000 sources from all over the world, drawn from print, broadcast 
and online media.  This database is a collection of comprehensive legal information 
including law reviews and journals, Case Laws of major countries around the world, 
Statutes and reports of national and international spheres.   
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JSTOR

Journal Store i.e. JSTOR facilitates scholars, researchers, and students discover, use 
and build upon a wide range of content in digital achieve. It provides a high quality, 
interdisciplinary achieve to support scholarship and teaching.  It includes archives of 
over one thousand leading academic journals across the humanities, social sciences 
and sciences as well as select monographs and other materials valuable for academic 
work.  The National Law University Delhi subscribes its Art & Science Module IV which 
contains 116 journals with its archival files of legal subjects. The databases can be 
accessed through www.jstor.org within the limits of IP Ranges of the University.

Hein Online

HeinOnline provides American, foreign, and international legal sources, including law 
journals, foreign case reports, federal administrative regulations, federal statutes, 
U.S. treaties and agreements, historical legal treatises, among others.  Being an IP 
based database, HeinOnline is accessing within Wifi environment of the University 
round the clock. It can be accessed through www.heinonline.org/

Kluwer Arbitration Online

KluwerArbitration.com is the online resource for international arbitration research. 
It contains commentary from authors and an extensive collection of primary source 
materials, exclusive materials including ICC cases and awards. KluwerArbitration.com 
online database is developed and maintained in conjunction with two partners i.e. 
International Council for Commercial Arbitration (ICCA) and Institute for Transnational 
Arbitration (ITA). The database can be accessed through its link i.e.

http://www.kluwerarbitration.com/default.aspx# within IP ranges of the University.

Worldtradelaw.Net

The web site has two aspects.  First, there is the free portion of the site, which is 
available to anyone who surfs the web.  This aspect of the site consists of several 
elements, including the following:  well-organized and easy-to-access primary source 
documents related to international trade law; a full-text search engine for GATT/WTO 
decisions; a large collection of links to other sources of information on the web; and 
a discussion forum. http://www.worldtradelaw.net/
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SCC Online

SCC Online is a product of Eastern Book Company.  It provides digital content 
access of Supreme Court Cases Journals published by EBC.  Apart from Supreme 
Court Judgements, this database also contains Indian legislations, legal articles, 
Commissions & Committee Reports, Notifications and Circulars.

Being an IP based access users can registered on the home page of www.scconline.
co.in  with simple two fold steps.

Manupatra

Manupatra is India’s most comprehensive online legal and business policy database.  
Manupatra contains judgements of Supreme Court of India and High Courts of Indian 
states, Commission & Committee Reports, Gazette Notifications & Circulars, Bare 
Acts, Rules & Regulations, Ordinance & Pending Cases and legal material son subject 
based research.  It provides comprehensive search techniques including Manu Search, 
Legal Search, Citation Search and Act Search.  

Manupatra can be search through www.manupatra.com  within university IP Access 
without any password.

CLA Online

Corporate Law Advisor is a product of Corporate Law Advisor.  It provides digital 
contents of Corporate Law Advisor magazine along with Business Law Supplement.  
It covers all volumes since its inception of both Corporate Law Advisor and Business 
Law Supplement.  It provides comprehensive search techniques like article search, 
case law search, notification search, circulars search, acts search, rules search and 
regulations search. It can be accessed through http://www.claonline.in/ configured 
within the IP Ranges of the University.

Indiastat

It provides depth of India specific, socio-economic statistical facts and figures culled 
from various secondary sources it is a portal of state specific sites which provide 
statistical data for all the major socio-economic parameters of the Indian States. 
District level data where ever available can also be viewed.  Through this exhaustive 
compiled data can be accessed and download in MS-Excel/HTML formats. Can be 
accessed  http://www.indiastat.com 
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Taxman-Online

Taxman online is leading publishers on Taxes and Corporate Law`s, Accounting and 
Auditing, Banking, Finance and Management. Can be access through http://www.
taxmann.com/

E- BOOKS

E HART PUBLICATION: LAW MODULE

Justice T.P.S. Chawla Library subscribes 666 eBooks related to Law and allied subjects 
published by Hart Publications through two different access platforms on perpetual 
basis.  These books can be accessed through two separate links

http://www.igpublish.com/Hartpub-ebooks/   (404 Books)

http://www.hartpub.co.uk/ (262 Books)

Taylor & Francis: Law E-Books

Justice T.P.S. Chawla library also have perpetual access of 300 electronic books 
published by Taylor & Francis Publications.  The titles may be accessed full text 
through the http://nlu.etailer.dpsl.net/home/html/index.asp

Oxford E-Books

Apart from Hart & Taylor & Francis, the University also subscribes 475 eBooks published 
by Oxford Publication under Oxford Scholarship Online in perpetual mode.  The 
books pertaining to law and social sciences published by OUP under the subscription 
mode can be accessed through http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/ within IP Ranges.

Cambridge University Press: Law Reference and Text E Books

Library subscribed the Cambridge University Press books online on 
law reference and text books, which covers the titles from across all 
Cambridge world renowned subject areas. It covers full text access 
of 464 e books and accessed through http://ebooks.cambridge.
org/ Economic & Political Weekly

First published in 1949 as the Economic Weekly and since 1966 as the Economic and 
Political Weekly, EPW, as the journal is popularly known, occupies a special place in 
the intellectual history of independent India.

For more than five decades EPW has remained a unique forum that week after week 
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has brought together academics, researchers, policy makers, independent thinkers, 
members of non-governmental organisations and political activists for debates 
straddling economics, politics, sociology, culture, the environment and numerous 
other disciplines.  Along with its archival and current issues, EPW can be accessed 
through http://www.epw.in/  within the University network.

European Journal of Criminology

The European Journal of Criminology is a refereed journal published by SAGE 
publications and the European Society of Criminology. It provides a forum for research 
and scholarship on crime and criminal justice institutions. The journal published high 
quality articles using varied approaches, including discussion of theory, analysis of 
quantitative data, comparative studies, systematic evaluation of interventions, and 
study of institutions of political process. Library subscribes the online access and can 
be access through http://euc.sagepub.com/.

International Perspective in Victimology

IPV e journal is published by the Press at California State University, Fresno, in 
Colloboration with Tokiwa International Victimology Institute, Japan. It focuses on 
Traditional and newly emerging areas of victimology, and access through http://www.
thepressatcsufresno.org

Taylor & Francis e-Journals 

The University subscribes archival issues of e-journals published by Taylor & 
Francis covering subject categories Criminology, Criminal Justice, Social Deviance, 
International law, legal history, legal education and legal profession   The List of 
journals under access points are as under:

1. Contemporary Justice Review

2. Commonwealth Law Bulletin

3. Criminal Justice Ethics

4. Criminal Justice Matters

5. Criminal Justice Studies

6. Deviant Behavior

7. Information and Communications Technology Law

8. International Journal of the Legal Profession
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9. International Review of Law, Computers & Technology

10. Journal of Crime and Justice

11. Journal of Criminal Justice Education

12. Journal of Legal History

13. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation

14. Justice Quarterly

15. Justice Quarterly and Journal of Criminal Justice Education

16. The Law Teacher

17. Women & Criminal Justice

18. International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice

19. ournal of Ethnicity in criminal justice

20. Journal of Scandinavian Studies in Criminology and crime prevention

21. Policing and Society

22. Police Practice and Research 

23. Global Crime

Criminology & Law Online Journals Archive of Taylor & Francis publication can be 
accessed through the link http://www.tandfonline.com/.

Journal of World Trade

The Journal of World Trade fills this need, focusing on multilateral, regional, and 
bilateral trade negotiations, on various anti-dumping and unfair trade practices 
issues, and on the endless succession of vital new issues that arise constantly in this 
turbulent field of activity. The approach is consistently multidisciplinary. Scholars, 
government officials, and negotiators turn to the Journal of World Trade when they 
seek to expose ground-breaking theses, to make important policy statements, to 
or offer in-depth analysis and discussion of delicate trade issues. Current as well as 
archival issues can be accessed through
http://www.kluwerlawonline.com/index.php?area=Journals

CD ROM
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The library also maintains more than 300 CDs & DVDs containing legal books, 

encyclopedias, dictionaries and reports some examples are:

AIR Infotech

Annual Survey of Indian Law

Committee/Commission on the Administrative Reforms

JESSUP

Journal of Indian Law Institute

Free Access To Law Initiatives:

NLU Delhi is partner to The Legal Information Institute of India (LII of India) is an 

international standard, free-access and non-profit, comprehensive online collection 

of Indian legal information. The aim is to provide free access to all types of Indian 

legal information to benefit the Indian public, lawyers, businesses & researchers, and 

international users who need to know about India law particularly valuable to those 

who are less well-off. The Information can be access through www.liiofindia.org. 

The Library Provides various others services to its patterns like Reference Services, 

Web case law alert services, Web article alert services, web newspaper article alert 

services, Current awareness services, SDI Services.



For all further clarification and assistance, contact :
Prof. G S Bajpai

gsbajpai@gmail.com


