1. S A

LEGISLATIVE
SERVICES AGENCY

Serving the Iowa Legislature

Pieces of lowa’s Past
This Week:

Lincoln’s Land in lowa

May 5, 2021

Pieces of lowa’s Past, published by the lowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative

Session, features historical facts about lowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.

All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the
actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained.

Lincoln’s Land in Iowa

President Abraham Lincoln

The patent for the land in

Tama County was issued in
June 1855, and the patent for
the land in Crawford County was
issued in September 1860. At
that time Lincoln would have
been campaigning for president.

Abraham Lincoln owned land in Iowa. The
U.S. government used land to compensate
the soldiers from the 1832 Black Hawk
War.

Lincoln fought with the Illinois 4th
Volunteer Infantry in the Black Hawk War.
President Lincoln did not visit Iowa to see
the land he was awarded.

Lincoln could have chosen land in Illinois,
but federal warrants showed he decided
on 40 acres in Tama County in 1852 and
120 acres in Crawford County in 1856.
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After Lincoln’s death the land passed to Lincoln’s heirs, and eventually both
pieces of property were sold by Lincoln’s only surviving son, Robert.

Note: A federal land warrant is good for a specific acreage of property in the federal domain, without stating precisely
where the property is located. A federal land patent is a document that transfers title in a specific piece of property
from the federal government to an individual.

Excerpts from The Annals of lowa



https://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=6810&context=annals-of-iowa
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The record of federal properties transferred to Lincoln is held by the Iowa
Secretary of State’s office in the Capitol.

The patent for the land in Tama County was issued in June 1855.
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Land in Crawford County was issued in September 1860.
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Both sites in Crawford and Tama counties have erected markers to identify
the land grants.
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Photos of Crawford County marker courtesy of IowaCivilWarMonuments.com



http://www.iowacivilwarmonuments.com/cgi-bin/gaarddetails.pl?1210460311~2

