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CBP ETHOS

Our shared identity, beliefs, and aspirations

WE are the guardians of our Nation’s Borders.
WE are America’s frontline.
WE safeguard the American homeland at and beyond our borders.

WE protect the American people against terrorists and the
instruments of terror.

WE steadfastly enforce the laws of the United States while
fostering our Nation’s economic security through lawful
international trade and travel.

WE serve the American people with vigilance, integrity, and
professionalism
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APPLICATION PROCESS

Being a Border Patrol Agent can be both mentally and physically challenging. As a result, the hiring process to
become a Border Patrol Agent is intentionally rigorous to ensure that those selected can carry out the duties that
are expected of them.

1. Apply

2. Entrance Exam

3. Qualifications Review

>_ Completed

Medical Exam Concurrently

Fitness Test ,

AN
A
75
Q 4. Background Investigation
@

o 5. Interview

” I 6. Polygraph Exam

é 7. Random Drug Test

For more information about each step, visit the Current Applicant Resources page at

www.cbp.gov/careers/car
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EXAM LOGISTICS

Shortly after completing your application on USAJobs, you will receive an email from
CBPENtry_Support@talogy.com. If you did not receive this email, please check
your Spam folder. If you are still having issues, please email CBP at
CBPApplicantContactCenter@cbp.dhs.gov.

**Important Note**
The information below is subject to change at any time. Always review your exam-related

emails for the most up-to-date information.
Registering

The Entrance Examination is administered by a vendor. You will first need to register an account with the vendor's system.
This registration is separate from the registration you completed for your USAJobs account. You will also be asked by the
vendor to verify your email address.

Please read and follow the instructions in the email communications from the testing vendor. The emails will be from
CBPENtry_Support@talogy.com. The instructions indicate how to complete the Entrance Examination and the deadline for
doing so. The instructions also indicate how to request a Reasonable Accommodation if you have a disability (i.e., mental
or physical covered by the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Americans with Disabilities Act 1990) that would interfere with
completing the online assessment.

Rescheduling or Canceling

At Test Center: You can reschedule your exam, or cancel without penalty, up to 24 hours before your appointment time. If
you cancel your exam less than 24 hours before your appointment time or do not check in at the test center for your
appointment, then your current application to the U.S. Border Patrol will be considered abandoned. You may reapply to the
position during the next open period. Use the link on the confirmation email you received after you scheduled your exam to
change your appointment. You can also change to take the test at home up to 24 hours before your appointment time.

At Home: The link to take the exam at home is active for the testing cycle. Once you click the link, you cannot reschedule or
cancel. You can switch to a Test Center up to 24 hours before an appointment time. Please refer to your confirmation email
for details on how to switch to Test Center. If you do not complete the Entrance Examination, then your current application
to the U.S. Border Patrol will be considered abandoned. You may reapply to the position during the next open period.

Test Day

At Test Center: Please arrive 15 minutes early for your appointment to allow enough time to check in and get settled before
the start of your exam. Make sure you bring a copy of your confirmation email, either printed or on a mobile device, and a
valid form of identification. A list of valid forms of identification is included in the confirmation email.

You are not permitted to bring a cellphone into the testing room. Depending on the test center, you may also not be able to
bring your wallet, keys, or other personal items into the testing room. Bottled water will be allowed into the testing room. If
you have any questions regarding test center procedures, you can contact the test center listed on your exam scheduling
notice.

At Home: Please make sure you are alone and in a quiet space to take the Entrance Examination. You are not allowed to
use any outside aids unless approved for a reasonable accommodation. Make sure you have allotted enough time to
complete the assessments within the deadline. We recommend taking the Entrance Examination on a desktop, laptop, or
tablet.
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EXAM FORMAT

The Entrance Exam will be taken on a computer

The Entrance Examination consists of two parts: the Experience Record and the Logical Reasoning Test.
Experience Record: measures your background experience related to success in the position of U.S. Border Patrol
Agent. You do not need any prior knowledge of the Border Patrol Agent position in order to respond to the questions

in the Experience Record. You also do not need to prepare beforehand to complete the questions.

Logical Reasoning Test: measures reasoning, decision-making, judgment, and problem solving skills. The upcoming
sections of this preparation guide will assist you in preparing for this test.

The BPA exam consists of 2 sections

Experience

/ \
Work School

Section 1: Experience Record Section2: Logical Reasoning Test

40 Minutes 120 Minutes

* The times above are the maximum allowable time to complete each section; many test takers complete each section in
less time.
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ADDITIONAL EXAM INFORMATION

The Logical Reasoning test you will be taking is a Computer Adaptive Test (CAT), which is a form of computer-
based testing that is tailored to the ability level of each test taker. The computer uses an algorithm to select
questions of varying difficulty throughout the test. The computer also controls for how often a question is
administered (for test security purposes). When starting the CAT, the computer assumes that you have an
average ability level and the first question will be of average difficulty. As you continue through the CAT, the
computer updates its estimate of your ability level based on responses to previous questions. The computer
then successively selects questions that are matched to your estimated ability level, while balancing how often
different test takers answer the same question.

For the most part, the CAT will look very much like any other test that you have taken on a computer. However,
there are a few things that you should understand before taking the CAT.

« Reviewing your answer - The computer selects the next question you are given based on your responses to
the previous questions. Therefore, you cannot go back to a question after you have submitted your response.

« Test-taking strategy - Try to make an educated attempt at identifying the correct answer for every question.
You cannot skip questions. If you are not sure of the correct answer for a question, you will need to provide
your best guess as an answer and proceed to the next question.

« Pacing yourself - You will be given 120 minutes (two hours) to complete all the questions in the CAT. This
means that, on average, you should be spending about three minutes on a question.

« Study - As with any test, if you are prepared you will feel more confident and be able to focus your attention
on the content of the test. Using CBP provided study guides and practice tests will helpyou become familiar
with the test format and content and ensure that you do your best.

« Do not try to guess how you are doing on the test - Some people think they can figure out whether they are
doing well or poorly based on how easy or hard the questions seem. The selection of questions you will be
administered is based on many factors and therefore, some questions may seem hard or easy to you, but may
in fact have a difficulty level that you cannot determine. Remember that what seems “harder” for one person
may not be as hard for another. Do not waste your time or atten- tion trying to guess how you are doing; just
spend your time focusing on answering each question in the test correctly.
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USBP Accomplishments

Three Failed Smuggling Attempts Lead to 16 Arrests

EDINBURG, Texas -On Jan. 6, Rio Grande Valley (RGV) Sector Border Patrol Agents and local law enforcement partners
worked together to disrupt human smuggling.

In the afternoon, the Mission Police Department (MPD) contacted the McAllen Border Patrol Station requesting
assistance with a vehicle stop involving possible human smuggling. A Border Patrol Agent responded to the location
and upon arrival, conducted an immigration inspection on all the migrants. Agents determined four Chinese occupants
were illegally present in the U.S. MPD seized the vehicle and took custody of the driver to be charged with human
smuggling. The agent took custody of the four migrants and transported them to the station.

That evening, MPD officers requested assistance from Border Patrol after receiving information that a residence in
Mission was involved in possible illegal activity. Upon arrival, law enforcement officials discovered three adult males
and two unaccompanied children illegally present in the U.S. No caretaker was identified.

Hours later, RGV agents working near Linn, Texas, initiated a traffic stop on a Dodge pick-up. The driver refused to stop,
and a pursuit ensued. The pursuit came to an end when the driver crashed into a fence and several migrants were
seen fleeing the vehicle. A search of the immediate area resulted in the apprehension of seven migrants. Agents
searched the immediate area; however, did not locate the driver.

All migrants are being processed accordingly.

Border Patrol Arrests Citizens of Pakistan in Northern New York

MOOERS, N.Y. - U.S. Border Patrol agents from the Champlain Station apprehended two citizens of Pakistan who had
illegally entered the U.S. e

On the evening of September 1, a concerned citizen reported two
suspicious males walking on a road near the international border
between the U.S. and Canada. Border Patrol Agents located

the two males and determined both were citizens of Pakistan who had
no legal status to be in or remain in the U.S.

------

Aftab Akbar Hussain (41) had been previously removed from the U.S. in
2013 by an immigration judge. Furthermore, Hussain had been
convicted for possession of a Class A controlled substance in California
and sentenced to two years in jail. He had also been charged with
reentry of a previously removed alien in violation of 8 USC 1326. lllegal
reentry is a felony that carries the penalty of a fine and up to 2 years in
prison. Hussain is currently being detained by the Department of Justice
and criminally prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney's Office, Northern District of New York.

Swanton Sector Border Patrol Agents observe
the international boundary with Canada.

The second male, age 33, had illegally entered the U.S. from Canada and was expelled back to Canada. The expulsion
was in accordance with the current Title 42 Section 265 guidelines and in the interest of public health to prevent
further introduction of COVID-19 into the U.S.
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LOGICAL REASONING

Logical reasoningis a crucial tool for Border Patrol Agents

Border Patrol Agents must make critical decisions in a short amount of time based on their ability to read and
understand laws, legal commentary, and regulations. Although Border Patrol Agents memorize some information,
most of their decisions must be made through reasoning. National security depends on this ability.

The logical reasoning section is designed to select trainees who will be able to handle the demanding
academic workload of the academy as well as the complex decisions made daily by Border Patrol Agents.
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LOGICAL REASONING

PREPARING FOR QUESTIONS

Reading the Paragraph

Every paragraph in this section is drawn from written material relating to CBP or government work. While answering
the questions in this section, you must accept every fact in the text as true.

Remember that you are not being judged on your knowledge of facts but rather your ability to reason on the basis
of given facts.

The type of information in the reading will vary. Itis important to be able to distinguish between positive and
negative information. Also, information may be presented about categories, groups, and events.
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LOGICAL REASONING

THE LEAD-IN PHRASE

How to Read a Lead-In Phrase

A lead-in phrase will ask you to complete a sentence by choosing one of several responses. It will typically
be presented at the end of a paragraph, which you must read in order to find thecorrect answer. The lead-
in phrase is a very important part of the logjcal reasoning question.

A lead-in phrase can be positive or negative. Positive lead in phrases are followed by four invalid
conclusions and one valid conclusion. You must find the valid conclusion. An example of a positive lead in question is
featured below.

“From the information given above, it can be validly concluded that...”

Negative lead-in phrases are followed by four valid conclusions and only one invalid conclusion. In this case,
you must find the invalid one. In other words, you should determine what cannot be validly concluded based on
the facts in the paragraph.

“From the information given above, it CANNOT be validly concluded that...”
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LOGICAL REASONING
REASONING ABOUT GROUPS/CATEGORIES

In this section, we will review how to process
information about groups and categories

“All” Statements

A statement about two groups that begins
with the words “all” or “every” gives you
some important information about how the sufficient information to

two groups are related. The words “all” and determine whether or not all
“every” tell you that everything in the first members of the second group
group is also in the second group. areincluded in the first group!

Keep in mind that the “all”
statement does not provide

During the test, you must identify groups and understand the relationships between the groups
in order to be able to identify valid and invalid conclusions. Below are some examples
illustrating this concept.

All the people at my party speak Spanish.

True
Some people who speak Spanish are at my party.

Valid conclusion There are many people who speak Spanish, and some of them are at my party.
All the people who speak Spanish are at my party.

Invalid conclusion There are many people who speak Spanish, but we do not know if they are all
at my party.
All Supreme Court justices are lawyers.

True up urt justi wy

Some lawyers are Supreme Court Justices.

valid conclusion There are many lawyers, and some of them are Supreme Court Justices.

All lawyers are Supreme Court Justices.

Invalid conclusion Not all lawyers are Supreme Court Justices.
T Every U.S. Border Patrol Agent works for the U.S. Government.
rue
) ] Some employees of the U.S. government are U.S. Border Patrol Agents.
Valid conclusion There are many U.S. government employees, and some of them are Border
Patrol Agents.
Invalid conclusion Everyone working for the U.S. Government is a U.S. Border Patrol Agent.

Not all U.S. government employees are Border Patrol Agents. Some U.S.
government employees are CBP Officers.
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LOGICAL REASONING
REASONING ABOUT GROUPS/CATEGORIES

“None” and “Not” Statements

Information that something is NOT true is useful information and should not be overlooked. You can draw
conclusions about either group as it relates to the other since you can count on the fact that the two groups have
no members in common.

For example, if you can say that “None of the stolen cars recovered from the rail yards
were cars stolen from Canada,” you can also say that “None of the cars stolen from
Canada were recovered from the rail yards” because you know that the first statement
means that there is no overlap between the two groups.

As you work through the practice test, think about each negative phrase or term you find.
Sometimes, our ordinary speech habits can cause us to jump to conclusions. Take care to assume only as
much as is definitely indicated by the facts as given, and no more.

For example, a detective might make a statement such as “some of the bloodstains were
not human blood” simply because only some of the samples had come back from the
laboratory. The detective is trying to suggest that at least some of the bloodstains were
not human blood. The rest of the bloodstains may or may not be human blood.

Reasoning About Parts of a Group

The term “some” is an intentionally imprecise reference- it refers to an unknown number and implies nothing
about the entire group. Unless information is provided in the paragraph to the contrary, treat “some” as meaning
“at least some.”

”» o«

Statements that include words such as “most”, “a few”, or “almost all” should also be considered carefully.

For example if you read, “Many Border Patrol Agents are not fluentin French”, you may be tempted to infer that
there are at least a few Border Patrol Agents who are fluent in French, but that would be wrong. In this case, you do
not know if any Border Patrol Agents are fluentin French so you cannot make that assumption.

Remember that if the statement only applies to partor some of the group, you cannot assume anything about the
entire group.

For example, in the statement “Some CBP Agriculture Specialists are taking specialized training,” the term “some
CBP Agriculture Specialists” refers to an unknown number of CBP Agriculture Specialists. The fact that we know
that “some CBP Agriculture Specialists are taking specialized training” implies nothing about the entire group of
CBP agriculture specialists: there may or may not be CBP Agriculture Specialists who are not taking specialized
training. Unless information is provided in the paragraph to the contrary, treat “some” as meaning “at least some.”
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LOGICAL REASONING

“IF-THEN” STATEMENTS

An “If-Then” Statement covers information about events or
situations. The concept of cause and effect is crucial for
succeeding in this section.

The idea of cause and effect is based on one thing leading to another thing. Cause and effect means that when the
first thing happens, the later event MUST follow.

The cause and effect relationship also informs you that if the effect never occurred, the cause must not have

occurred.
If First Salem Bank suspects that Mr. Tubill If First Salem Bank is NOT required to
deposited funds stemming from criminal activity, report Mr. Tubill § depositto the
First Salem Bank is required to report Mr. Tubill s authorities, then First Salem Bank does

deposit to the authorities. NOT suspect that Mr. Tubill deposited
funds stemming from criminal activity.

Incorrect: If First Salem Bankis required to report Mr. Tubill’s deposit to the authorities, then First
Salem Bank suspects Mr. Tubill deposited funds stemming from criminal activity.

Based on the information, we do not know if there are other reasons why First Salem Bank is required to
report Mr. Tubill’s deposit. For example, there might be a law requiring banks to report all deposits over
$10,000 regardless of whether they suspect criminal activity.

Statements that illustrate cause and effect are referred to as “if-then” statements. The first event in this
statement is referred to as “if” and the second event is referred to as “then”. “If-then” statements can
also be used to illustrate other relationships aside from cause and effect such as expressing permission or
obligation. For example one might say, “If an agent places an individual under arrest, the arrestee

must be provided with Miranda warnings.”

It is important to remember that with these statements, the two pieces of information are alwaystrue. In other
words, whenever the first event or situation occurs, the second event or situation MUSToccur.

Also, the “if-then” statement works in one direction only; the converse of the “if-then” statement is most likely
invalid.

It is also important to realize that you cannot validly switch the order of the two statements in this type
of sentence. If you do, your conclusion may be wrong and may lead to costly errors in real-life situations.
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LOGICAL REASONING

“IF-THEN” STATEMENTS

Valid and Invalid Conclusions from “If-then” Statements

Below are examples of valid and invalid conclusions from “If-Then” Statements

True

Valid Conclusion

Invalid Conclusion

If a person is a Border Patrol Agent, the person is an employee of the U.S.
Government.

/f a person is not an employee of the U.S. Government, the person is not a Border
Patrol Agent.

If a person is an employee of the U.S. Government, the person is a Border Patrol
Agent.

True

Valid Conclusion

Invalid Conclusion

If a criminal receives a pardon, the criminal will be released.
/f a criminal is not released, the criminal has not received a pardon.

If a criminal is released, the criminal has received a pardon.

True

Valid Conclusion

Invalid Conclusion

If a person is convicted of murder, that person is guilty of a felony.

If a person is not guilly of a felony, that person has not been

convicted of murder.

If a person is guilty of a felony, that person has been convicted of murder.

True

Valid Conclusion

Invalid Conclusion

If a person lives in Germany, the person lives in Europe.

/f a person does not live in Europe, the person does not live in Germany.

If a person lives in Europe, the person lives in Germany.

True

Valid Conclusion

Invalid Conclusion

If a car has no gas, the car will not run.

If a carruns, the car has gas.

If a car does not run, the car has no gas.
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LOGICAL REASONING

CAUTIONS ABOUT WORDING

Pay attention to words that provide information on groups or on
linked events.

Positive Words: all, some, most, always

Negative Words: seldom, never, illegal, prohibited
Negative Prefixes: non-, un-, dis-

Connectors: whenever, unless, except

Watch out for the
word “only”

This word creates

very strong
statements
II Double Negatives I I
When a sentence has two negatives, it actually has a positive meaning. Watch out for the

word “not” since

that makes the
sentence have the
opposite meaning

For example, if a sentence says "There are no training opportunities that
are not available", the sentence is saying that there ARE training opportunities

| l available (No and Not cancel each other out).

L

I E——
16
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LOGICAL REASONING

FINAL TEST-TAKING TIPS

N NN [N

X

In questions with positive lead statements, always choose the only conclusion that can
definitely be drawn from the information given in the paragraph.

Remember NOT to use any outside factual information to reach your conclusion.

Read the lead-in sentence and the paragraph very carefully. Also, read all the answer choices
before you mark the one you think is correct.

Pay special attention whenever the question uses words such as “all”, “some”, or “none”. Other
terms such as “unless” or “except” or “only” are also important. These words help to define the
facts from which you must draw conclusions.

Pay special attention whenever you see a negative prefix such as “non-" or a negative verb such as
“disconnect” or “unfasten”. These may be crucial to understanding the basic facts in the paragraph.

Ignore any advice you may have received in the past about avoiding an answer that

contains the word “all” or the word “none”. These may be signs of an incorrect response in some
tests, but notin this test. You will find these words in both right and wrongresponse options.

Take the sample test and study the explanation for each of the questions very carefully. This may
help you fine-tune your reasoning on the actual test.

e

17
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PRACTICE EXAM

You are now ready to take a practice logical reasoning test

Itis suggested that you take no more than 20 minutes to complete questions 1-8. The practice test

contains questions that are similar to, but not exactly the same as the questions on the real test. The practice test
is followed by detailed explanations of every practice test question. These explanations will give you information
about why the correct response options are correct and why the incorrect response options are incorrect.
Understanding the reasons for the correct and incorrect response options should assistyou in distinguishing
between arightand wrong answer on the test.

In questions 1 through 8, some questions will ask you to select the only answer that can be validly concluded
from the paragraph. These questions include a paragraph followed by five response options. Preceding the five
response options will be the phrase “From the information given above, it can be validly concluded that”. In other
questions you will be asked to select the only answer that cannot be validly concluded from the paragraph. These
questions include a paragraph followed by five response options. Preceding the five response options will be the
phrase “From the information given above, it CANNOT be validly concluded that”.

You must use only the information provided in the paragraph, without using any outside information whatsoever.
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PRACTICE EXAM

1. Often, crimes are characterized as either ma/um in se—inherently evil—or malum prohibitum—criminal
because they are declared as offenses by a legislature. Murder is an example of the former. Failing to file a tax
returnillustrates the latter. Some jurisdictions no longer distinguish between crimes ma/um in seand malum
prohibitum, although many still do.

From the information given above, it can be validly concluded that

® many jurisdictions no longer distinguish between crimes malum in se and malum prohibitum

some jurisdictions still distinguish between crimes malum in se and malum prohibitum

©some crimes characterized as malum in se are not inherently evil

O some crimes characterized as malum prohibitum are not declared by a legislature to be an offense

® sometimes failing to file a tax return is characterized as malum in se

2. A trucking company can act as a common carrier—for hire to the general public at published rates. Asa common
carrier, itis liable for any cargo damage, unless the company can show that it was not negligent. If the company
can demonstrate that it was not negligent, then it is not liable for cargo damage. In contrast, a contract carrier(a
trucking company hired by a shipper under a specific contract) is only responsible for cargo damage as spelled out
in the contract. A Claus Inc. tractor-trailer, acting under common carrier authority, was ina

5-vehicle accident that damaged its cargo. A Nichols Inc. tractor-trailer, acting under contract carrier authority, was
involved in the same accident, and its cargo was also damaged.

From the information given above, it can be validly concluded that, in reference to the accident,

@ if Claus Inc. is liable, then it can show that it was not negligent
if Claus Inc. cannot show that it was not negligent, then it is not liable
© if Claus Inc. can show that it was not negligent, then it is not liable

®© if Nichols Inc. is liable, then it cannot show that it is negligent

® if Nichols Inc. can show that it is not negligent, then itis not liable
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PRACTICE EXAM

3. A rapidly changing technical environment in government is promoting greater reliance on electronic mail
(e-mail) systems. As this usage grows, there are increasing chances of conflict between the users' expectations of
privacy and public access rights. In some investigations, access to all e-mail, including those messages stored in
archival files and messages outside the scope of the investigation, has been sought and granted. In spite of this,
some people send messages through e-mail that would never be said face-to-face or written formally.

From the information given above, it CANNOT be validly concluded that

® some e-mail messages that have been requested as part of investigations have contained messages

that would never be said face-to-face

some messages that people would never say face-to-face are sent in e-mail messages
© some e-mail messages have been requested as part of investigations
D e-mail messages have not been exempted from investigations

® some e-mail messages contain information that would be omitted from formal writing

4. Phyllis T. is a former Federal employee who was entitled to benefits under the Federal Employee Compensation
Actbecause of a job-related, disabling injury. When an eligible Federal employee has such an
injury, the benefit is determined by this test: If the beneficiary is married or has dependents, benefits are 3/4 of
the person’s salary at the time of the injury; otherwise, benefits are set at 2/3 of the salary. Phyllis T.’s benefits
were 2/3 of her salary when she was injured.
From the information given above, it can be validly concluded that, when Phyllis T. was injured, she

® was married but without dependents

was not married and had no dependents

© was not married but had dependents

O was married and had dependents

® had never been married
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PRACTICE EXAM

5. Some 480,000 immigrants were living in a certain country in 1999. Although most of these immigrants were
not employed in professional occupations, many of them were. For instance, many of them were engineers and
many of them were nurses. Very few of these immigrants were librarians, another professionaloccupation.

From the information given above, it can be validly concluded that, in 1999, in the country described above,

® most immigrants were either engineers or nurses

it is not the case that some of the nurses were immigrants

© none of the engineers were immigrants

O most of those not employed in professional occupations were immigrants

) some of the engineers were immigrants

6. Police officers were led to believe that many weapons sold at a certain gun store were sold illegally. Upon
investigatingthe lead, the officers learned that all of the weapons sold by the store that were made by Precision
Armswere sold legally. Also, none of the illegally sold weapons were .45 caliber.

From the information given above, it can be validly concluded that, concerning the weapons sold at the store,

@ all of the .45 caliber weapons were made by Precision Arms

none of the .45 caliber weapons were made by Precision Arms

© some of the weapons made by Precision Arms were .45 caliber weapons
O all of the .45 caliber weapons were sold legally

B some of the weapons made by Precision Arms were sold illegally
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PRACTICE EXAM

7. Impressions made by the ridges on the ends of the fingers and thumbs are useful means of identification,
since no two persons have the same pattern of ridges. If finger patterns from fingerprints are not decipherable,
then they cannot be classified by general shape and contour or by pattern type. If they cannot be classified by
these characteristics, then it is impossible to identify the person to whom the fingerprints belong,

From the information given above, it CANNOT be validly concluded that

@ if it is possible to identify the person to whom fingerprints belong, then the fingerprints are decipherable

if finger patterns from fingerprints are not decipherable, then it is impossible to identify the person to

whom the fingerprints belong

© if fingerprints are decipherable, then it is impossible to identify the person to whom they belong
O if fingerprints can be classified by general shape and contour or by pattern type, then they are decipherable

® if it is possible to identify the person to whom fingerprints belong, then the fingerprints can be classified

by general shape and contour or pattern type

8. Explosives are substances or devices capable of producing a volume of rapidly expanding gases that exert a
sudden pressure on their surroundings. Chemical explosives are the most commonly used, although there are
mechanical and nuclear explosives. All mechanical explosives are devices in which a physical reaction is produced,
such as that caused by overloading a container with compressed air. While nuclear explosives are by far the most
powerful, all nuclear explosives have been restricted to military weapons.

From the information given above, it can be validly concluded that

® all explosives that have been restricted to military weapons are nuclear explosives

no mechanical explosives are devices in which a physical reaction is produced, such as that caused by

overloading a container with compressed air

© some nuclear explosives have not been restricted to military weapons
O all mechanical explosives have been restricted to military weapons

® some devices in which a physical reaction is produced, such as that caused by overloading a container with

compressed air, are mechanical explosives
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PRACTICE EXAM

Logical Reasoning Practice Test Answers

1. Correct Answer: B) some jurisdictions still distinguish between crimes malum in se and malum prohibitum

This question is concerned with classification of crimes into sets—that is, with the classification of crimes as either malum
in se or malum prohibitum. The last phrase in the last sentence tells us that many jurisdictions make the distinction between
these two categories of crimes. Response B follows from that sentence, because if many jurisdictions make the distinction,
some jurisdictions make the distinction. From the fact that many jurisdictions make the distinction, it cannot be inferred that
many do not make the distinction. Therefore, Response A is incorrect.

Responses C, D, and E are based on erroneous definitions of the two classes of crimes. The paragraph tells us that
all crimes characterized as malum in se are inherently evil. Response C is false because it cannot be the case that SOME
crimes characterized as malum in se are NOT inherently evil. The paragraph also tells us that all crimes characterized as
malum prohibitum are declared as offenses by a legislature. Response D is false because it cannot

be the case that SOME crimes characterized as malum prohibitum are NOT declared by a legislature to be an

offense. In the paragraph, we are told that filing a tax return late is malum prohibitum, rather than malum in se. Response E
is incorrect because it cannot be the case that failing to file a tax return is malum in se.

2. Correct Answer: C) if Claus Inc. can show that it was not negligent, then it is not liable

The second sentence states the liability rule for common carriers: all common carriers are liable for cargo damage unless
they can show that they are not negligent; if they can show that they are not negligent, then they are not

liable for cargo damage. Claus Inc. is a common carrier, and accordingly this rule applies to it. From this rule it

follows thatif Claus Inc. can show it was not negligent, then itis notliable, Response C. Response A contradicts
this rule by claiming that when Claus Inc. is liable it can show that it was not negligent. Response B contradicts this

rule by claiming that Claus Inc. is notliable even when it cannot show thatitis not negligent. Responses D and E
concern Nichols Inc., a contract carrier. However, the terms of the Nichols Inc. contract were not disclosed in the
paragraph, so neither response is supported.

3. Correct Answer: A) some e-mail messages that have been requested as part of investigations have contained
messages that would never be said face-to-face.

This is an example of a test question with a negative lead-in statement. It asks for the conclusion that is NOT supported
by the paragraph. That means that four of the statements are valid conclusions from the paragraph while one is not.
Response B (some messages that people would never say face-to-face are sent in e-mail messages) is a valid
conclusion because it restates a fact given in the last sentence of the paragraph. Response E (some e-mail messages
contain information that would be omitted from formal writing) is valid because it restates the other fact in the last
sentence of the paragraph.

The next-to-last sentence in the paragraph is the source of both response C (some e-mail messages have been
requested as part of investigations) and response D (e-mail messages have not been exempted from investigations).
Both of these choices restate information in that sentence, based on the fact that access to e-mail messages was
sought and granted. This leaves only the first option, response A (Some e-mail messages that have been requested as
part of investigations have contained messages that would never be said face-to-face). This is the only choice that does
NOT represent a valid conclusion, because even though we know from the paragraph that there is a group of e-mail
messages that are requested in investigations and also that there is a group of messages that contain information that
people would not say face-to-face, there is nothing that says that these groups overlap. We simply do not know.
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4. Correct Answer: B) Phyllis T. was not married and had no dependents.

This question concerns an either/or situation. The paragraph states that benefits under the Federal Employees
Compensation Act are awarded at one level (3/4 of salary) if a beneficiary is married or has dependents when
injured and at another level (2/3 of salary) if this is not true.

Phyllis T. is eligible for benefits under the Act. The paragraph states that Phyllis T."s benefit level was 2/3 of her
salary. Given this beng€fit level, it is clear that Phyllis T. did not meet either of the conditions for the 3/4 level.
Therefore, responses A, C, and D cannot be correct (A states that she was married, C states that she had
dependents, and D states that she both was married and had dependents). Response E goes beyond the facts
given because prior marriages are not listed as a factor relating to this benefit. The one correct conclusion is that
Phyllis T. did not meet either requirement to qualify for the higher benefit level (3/4 of salary), so response B is
the correct answer to the question.

5. Correct Answer: E) some of the engineers were immigrants

Response E is correct because it restates the third sentence in terms of the overlap between immigrants and
engineers in the country described in the paragraph. Response A says that most immigrants are engineers or
nurses, which are professional occupations. However, the second sentence says that most immigrants are not
employed in professional occupations, so Response A is false. Response B is false because it denies that there is
any overlap between immigrants and nurses, even though this overlap is clear from the third sentence of the
paragraph. Response C is false because it denies the overlap between immigrants and engineers. Because the
paragraph does not give complete information about the non-professionals (immigrant and non-immigrant) in the
country described in the paragraph, Response D is invalid.

6. Correct Answer: D) all of the .45 caliber weapons were sold legally

The second and last sentences are the two main premises in the paragraph. These two sentences give information
about three categories of weapons: weapons made by Precision Arms, weapons sold legally, and .45 caliber
weapons.

The last sentence states that none of the illegally sold weapons were .45 caliber. This means that none of the .45
caliber weapons were sold illegally. Notice that this new statement is a double negative. In affirmative form the
statement means that all of the .45 caliber weapons were sold legally, Choice D.

The information that all of the .45 caliber weapons were sold legally (last sentence), combined with the
information that all of the weapons made by Precision Arms were sold legally (second sentence), allows us to draw
no valid conclusions about the relationship between the .45 caliber weapons and the weapons made by Precision
Arms. There is insufficient information about the entire group of weapons sold legally to know whether the group
of .45 caliber weapons and the group of weapons made by Precision Arms overlapped entirely (Choice A), partially
(Choice C), or not at all (Choice B).

Choice E contradicts the second sentence and is, therefore, invalid.
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7. Correct Answer: C) if fingerprints are decipherable, then it is impossible to identify the person to whom they
belong

This question asks for the response option that cannot be validly concluded from the information in the paragraph.
The only response option that cannot be validly concluded is Response C, so the correct answer to question 7 is
Response C. Response C is invalid because the paragraph does not provide enough information to conclude
whether or not it would be possible to identify the person to whom the fingerprints belong from the mere fact that
the fingerprints are decipherable.

Response A refers to a condition where it is possible to identify the person to whom fingerprints belong. Based on
the final sentence in the paragraph, this condition of fingerprints means that the fingerprints could be classified
by general shape and contour or by pattern type. Based on the second sentence, the ability to classify the
fingerprints means that the fingerprints are decipherable.

Since Response B refers to a condition in which finger patterns from fingerprints are not decipherable, we know
from the second sentence that, in that circumstance, they cannot be classified by general shape and contour or by
pattern type. From the final sentence in the paragraph, we can infer that since they cannot be classified by these
characteristics, then itis impossible to identify the person to whom the fingerprints belong.

According to the second sentence, fingerprints cannot be classified by general shape and contour or by pattern
type when they are not decipherable. Therefore, if fingerprints can be classified by general shape and contour or by
pattern type, then the fingerprints must be decipherable, Response D. According to the third sentence, it is
impossible to identify the owner of a set of fingerprints when the fingerprints cannot be classified by general shape
and contour or by pattern type. Therefore, if it is possible to identify the person to whom fingerprints belong, then
the fingerprints must be able to be classified by general shape and contour or pattern type, Response E. Notice that
Responses D and E are valid based on the same type of reasoning. The first and second statements of the second
sentence were made opposite and reversed in Response D, and the first and second statements of the final
sentence were made opposite and reversed in Response E.

8. Correct Answer: E) some devices in which a physical reaction is produced, such as that caused by
overloadinga container with compressed air, are mechanical explosives

The correct answer is E. The third sentence states the overlap between all mechanical explosives and devices in
which a physical reaction is produced, such as that caused by overloading a container with compressed air. From
this, we can safely conclude that some devices in which a physical reaction is produced, such as that caused by
overloading a container with compressed air, are mechanical explosives.

Response A is incorrect because the paragraph does not provide sufficient information to validly conclude that all
explosives which have been restricted to military weapons are nuclear weapons. It may be that some types of
explosives other than nuclear weapons also have been restricted to military weapons.

Responses B and C are incorrect because they contradict the paragraph. Response B contradicts the third
sentence, and Response C contradicts the last sentence.

Response D is incorrect because the paragraph provides no information about whether or not mechanical explosives are
restricted to military weapons.
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USBP Accomplishments

Laredo Sector Border Patrol Agents Aid Accident Victims

LAREDO, Texas - In two separate events, Laredo Sector Border Patrol agents provided timely assistance that
prevented further injuries and suffering, which helped ensure the safety of the individuals involved until
Emergency Medical Services could arrive.

The first accident occurred at approximately 2:30 p.m. on Jan. 15. Laredo North Station agents responded to a
tractor-trailer rollover accident that occurred on the Interstate 35 west access road near the 9-mile marker north
of Laredo, Texas. Border Patrol Emergency Medical Technicians provided medical aid to the two occupants until
local emergency medical services arrived to take over.

Several days later on Jan. 18, agents assigned to the Freer Station responded to a report of a two-vehicle accident
on U.S. Highway 59 west of Freer, Texas. An 18-wheeler and pickup truck had collided with four individuals
involved. Agents provided medical assistance until Webb County Emergency Medical Services arrived.

Border Patrol Agents not only protect our nation at the border, they also provide aid to any individual in need, often
times placing themselves in harm’s way. Agents’ versatility allows them to adapt to any emergency regardless of
the situation at hand.

Border Patrol Agents rendered aid at the scene of an
accidenton Jan. 15, 2022.
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CONGRATULATIONS

You have completed all the practice sections for the
Border Patrol Agent Entrance Exam

We recommend that you continue reviewing the concepts until test
day. You can also find out more about a career in U.S. Customs and
Border Protection by visiting the links below.

o

Instagram Facebook
www.cbp.gov/careers @CBPJobs U.S. Customs and cbpgov CBPgov
Border Protection

®

CBP Careers Website Twitter LinkedIn
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