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PREFACE

The power to investigate ranks among the U.S. Senate’s highest
responsibilities. As James Madison reasoned in The Federalist Pa-
pers: “If men were angels, no government would be necessary. If
angels governed men, neither external nor internal controls on gov-
ernment would be necessary. In framing a government which is to
be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this:
You must first enable the government to control the governed; and
in the next place, oblige it to control itself.” It is precisely for the
purposes of government controlling itself that Congress inves-
tigates.

A century after Madison, another thoughtful authority on Con-
gress, Woodrow Wilson, judged the “vigilant oversight of adminis-
tration” to be as important as legislation. Wilson argued that be-
cause self-governing people needed to be fully informed in order to
cast their votes wisely, the information resulting from a Congres-
sional investigation might be “even more important than legisla-
tion.” Congress, he said, was the “eyes and the voice” of the nation.

In 1948, the Senate established the Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations to continue the work of a special committee, first
chaired by Missouri Senator Harry Truman, to investigate the na-
tional defense program during World War II. Over the next half
century, the Subcommittee under our predecessor Chairmen, Sen-
ators John McClellan, Henry Jackson, Sam Nunn, William Roth,
and John Glenn, conducted a broad array of hard-hitting investiga-
tions into allegations of corruption and malfeasance, leading re-
peatedly to the exposure of wrongdoing and to the reform of gov-
ernment programs.

The phase of the Subcommittee’s history from 1953 to 1954,
when it was chaired by Joseph McCarthy, however, is remembered
differently. Senator McCarthy’s zeal to uncover subversion and es-
pionage led to disturbing excesses. His browbeating tactics de-
stroyed careers of people who were not involved in the infiltration
of our government. His freewheeling style caused both the Senate
and the Subcommittee to revise the rules governing future inves-
tigations, and prompted the courts to act to protect the Constitu-
tional rights of witnesses at Congressional hearings. Senator
McCarthy’s excesses culminated in the televised Army-McCarthy
hearings of 1954, following which the Senate voted overwhelmingly
for his censure.

Under Senate provisions regulating investigative records, the
records of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations are de-
posited in the National Archives and sealed for fifty years, in part
to protect the privacy of the many witnesses who testified in closed
executive sessions. With the half century mark here relative to the
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executive session materials of the McCarthy subcommittee, we re-
quested that the Senate Historical Office prepare the transcripts
for publication, to make them equally accessible to students and
the general public across the nation. They were edited by Dr. Don-
ald A. Ritchie, with the assistance of Beth Bolling and Diane Boyle,
and with the cooperation of the staff of the Center for Legislative
Archives at the National Archives and Records Administration.
These hearings are a part of our national past that we can nei-
ther afford to forget nor permit to reoccur.
CARL LEVIN,
Chairman.
SusaN M. COLLINS,
Ranking Member.
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations.



INTRODUCTION

The executive sessions of the Permanent Subcommittee on Inves-
tigations for the Eighty-third Congress, from 1953 to 1954, make
sobering reading. Senator Joseph R. McCarthy assumed the chair-
manship of the Government Operations Committee in January
1953 and exercised prerogative, under then existing rules, to chair
the subcommittee as well. For the three previous years, Senator
McCarthy had dominated the national news with his charges of
subversion and espionage at the highest levels of the federal gov-
ernment, and the chairmanship provided him with a vehicle for at-
tempting to prove and perhaps expand those allegations.

Elected as a Wisconsin Republican in 1946, Senator McCarthy
had burst into national headlines in February 1950, when he deliv-
ered a Lincoln Day address in Wheeling, West Virginia, that
blamed failures in American foreign policy on Communist infiltra-
tion of the United States government. He held in his hand, the sen-
ator asserted, a list of known Communists still working in the De-
partment of State. When a special subcommittee of the Foreign Re-
lations Committee investigated these charges and rejected them as
“a fraud and a hoax,” the issue might have died, but the outbreak
of the Korean War, along with the conviction of Alger Hiss and ar-
rest of Julius Rosenberg in 1950, lent new credibility to McCarthy’s
charges. He continued to make accusations that such prominent of-
ficials as General George C. Marshall had been part of an immense
Communist conspiracy. In 1952, Dwight D. Eisenhower’s election
as president carried Republican majorities in both houses of Con-
gress, and seniority elevated McCarthy to chairman of the Perma-
nent Subcommittee on Investigations.

Jurisdictional lines of the Senate assigned loyalty issues to the
Internal Security Subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee, but
Senator McCarthy interpreted his subcommittee’s mandate broadly
enough to cover any government-related activity, including subver-
sion and espionage. Under his chairmanship, the subcommittee
shifted from searching out waste and corruption in the executive
branch to focusing almost exclusively on Communist infiltration.
The subcommittee vastly accelerated the pace of its hearings. By
comparison to the six executive sessions held by his predecessor in
1952, McCarthy held 117 in 1953. The subcommittee also con-
ducted numerous public hearings, which were often televised, but
it did the largest share of its work behind closed doors. During
McCarthy’s first year as chairman, the subcommittee took testi-
mony from 395 witnesses in executive sessions and staff interrog-
atories (by comparison to 214 witnesses in the public sessions), and
compiled 8,969 pages of executive session testimony (compared to
5,671 pages of public hearings). Transcripts of public hearings were
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published within months, while those of executive sessions were
sealed and deposited in the National Archives and Records Admin-
istration. Under the provisions of S. Res. 474, records involving
Senate investigations may be sealed for fifty years. With the ap-
proach of the hearings’ fiftieth anniversary, the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations authorized the Senate Historical Office
to prepare the executive session transcripts for publication.

Professional stenographers worked independently under contract
to the Senate to produce the original transcripts of the closed hear-
ings. The transcripts are as accurate as the stenographers were
able to make them, but since neither senators nor witnesses re-
viewed their remarks, as they would have for published hearings,
they could correct neither misspelled names nor misheard words.
Several different stenographers operating in Washington, New
York, and Massachusetts prepared the transcripts, accounting for
occasional variations in style. The current editing has sought to re-
produce the transcripts as closely to their original form as possible,
deleting no content but correcting apparent errors—such as the ste-
nographer’s turning the town of Bethpage, New York, into a per-
son’s name, Beth Page. Transcribers also employed inconsistent
capitalization and punctuation, which have been corrected in this
printed version.

The executive sessions have been given the same titles as the re-
lated public hearings, and all hearings on the same subject matter
have been grouped together chronologically. If witnesses in execu-
tive session later testified in public, the spelling of their names
that appeared in the printed hearing has been adopted. If the sub-
committee ordered that the executive session testimony be pub-
lished, those portions have not been reprinted, but editorial notes
indicate where the testimony occurred and provide a citation. No
transcripts were made of “off the record” discussions, which are
noted within the hearings. Senator McCarthy is identified consist-
ently as “The Chairman.” Senators who occasionally chaired hear-
ings in his absence, or chaired special subcommittees, are identified
by name. Brief editorial notes appear at the top of each hearing to
place the subject matter into historical context and to indicate
whether the witnesses later testified in public session. Wherever
possible, the witnesses’ birth and death dates are noted. A few ex-
planatory footnotes have been added, although editorial intrusion
has been kept to a minimum. The subcommittee deposited all of
the original transcripts at the Center for Legislative Archives at
the National Archives and Records Administration, where they are
now open for research.

THE PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

Following the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946, the Special
Committee to Investigate the National Defense Program (popularly
known as the Truman committee, for its chairman, Harry S. Tru-
man) merged with the Committee on Expenditures in the Execu-
tive Departments to become the Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations. In 1953 the Committee on Executive Expenditures
was renamed the Committee on Government Operations, and Sen-
ator Joseph R. McCarthy (1908-1957), who had joined the com-
mittee in 1947, became chairman of both the committee and its



XV

permanent subcommittee. Republicans won a narrow majority dur-
ing the Eighty-third Congress, and held only a one-seat advantage
over Democrats in the committee ratios. The influx of new senators
since World War II also meant that except for the subcommittee’s
chairman and ranking member, all other members were serving in
their first terms. Senator McCarthy had just been elected to his
second term in 1952, while the ranking Democrat, Arkansas Sen-
ator John L. McClellan (1896-1977), had first been elected in 1942,
and had chaired the Government Operations Committee during the
Eighty-first and Eighty-second Congresses. The other members of
the subcommittee included Republicans Karl Mundt (1900-1974),
Everett McKinley Dirksen (1896-1969), and Charles E. Potter
(1916-1979), and Democrats Henry M. Jackson (1912-1983) and
Stuart Symington (1901-1988)1

With senators serving multiple committee assignments, only on
rare occasions would the entire membership of any committee or
subcommittee attend a hearing. Normally, Senate committees oper-
ated with a few senators present, with members coming and going
through a hearing depending on their conflicting commitments.
Unique circumstances developed in 1953 to allow Senator McCar-
thy to be the sole senator present at many of the subcommittee’s
hearings, particularly those held away from Washington. In July
1953, a dispute over the chairman’s ability to hire staff without
consultation caused the three Democrats on the subcommittee to
resign. They did not return until January 1954. McCarthy and his
staff also called hearings on short notice, and often outside of
Washington, which prevented the other Republican senators from
attending. Senators Everett Dirksen and Charles Potter occasion-
ally sent staff members to represent them (and at times to interro-
gate witnesses). By operating so often as a “one-man committee,”
Senator McCarthy gave witnesses the impression, as Harvard law
school dean Erwin Griswold observed, that they were facing a
“judge, jury, prosecutor, castigator, and press agent, all in one.”2

The Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 had created a non-
partisan professional staff for each Senate committee. Originally,
staff worked for the committee as a whole and were not divided by
majority and minority. Chairman McCarthy inherited a small staff
from his predecessor, Clyde Hoey, a Democrat from North Carolina,
but a significant boost in appropriations enabled him to add many
of his own appointees. For chief counsel, McCarthy considered can-
didates that included Robert Morris, counsel of the Internal Secu-
rity Subcommittee, Robert F. Kennedy, and John J. Sirica, but he
offered the job to Roy M. Cohn (1927-1986). The son of a New York
State appellate division judge, Cohn had been too young to take the
bar exam when he graduated from Columbia University Law
School. A year later he became assistant United States attorney on
the day he was admitted to the bar. In the U.S. attorney’s office
he took part in the prosecution of William Remington, a former
Commerce Department employee convicted of perjury relating to
his Communist party membership. Cohn also participated in the

1See Committee on Government Operations, 50th Anniversary History, 1921-1971, 92nd
Cong., 1st sess., S. Doc. 31 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1971).

2Erwin N. Griswold, The 5th Amendment Today (Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
1955), 67.
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prosecution of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, and in the trial of the
top Communist party leaders in the United States. He earned a
reputation as a relentless questioner with a sharp mind and reten-
tive memory. In 1952, Cohn briefly served as special assistant to
Truman’s attorney general, James McGranery, and prepared an in-
dictment for perjury against Owen Lattimore, the Johns Hopkins
University professor whom Senator McCarthy had accused of being
a top Soviet agent. Cohn’s appointment also helped counteract the
charges of prejudice leveled against the anti-Communist investiga-
tions. (Indeed, when he was informed that the B'nai B’rith was pro-
viding lawyers to assist the predominantly Jewish engineers sus-
pended from Fort Monmouth, on the assumption of anti-Semitism,
Cohn responded: “Well, that is an outrageous assumption. I am a
member and an officer of Bnai B’rith.”) In December 1952, McCar-
thy invited Cohn to become subcommittee counsel. “You know, I'm
going to be the chairman of the investigating committee in the Sen-
ate. They're all trying to push me off the Communist issue . . . ,)”
Cohn recalled the senator telling him. “The sensible thing for me
to do, they say, is start investigating the agriculture program or
find out how many books they’ve got bound upside down at the Li-
brary of Congress. They want me to play it safe. I fought this Red
issue. I won the primary on it. I won the election on it, and don’t
see anyone else around who intends to take it on. You can be sure
that as chairman of this committee this is going to be my work.
And I want you to help me.” 3

At twenty-six, Roy Cohn lacked any previous legislative experi-
ence and tended to run hearings more like a prosecutor before a
grand jury, collecting evidence to make his case in open session
rather than to offer witnesses a full and fair hearing. Republican
Senator Karl Mundt, a veteran investigator who had previously
served on the House Un-American Activities Committee, urged
Cohn to call administrative officials who could explain the policies
and rationale of the government agencies under investigation, and
to keep the hearings balanced, but Cohn felt disinclined to conduct
an open forum. Arrogant and brash, he alienated others on the
staff, until even Senator McCarthy admitted that putting “a young
man in charge of other young men doesn’t work out too well.”
Cohn’s youth further distanced him from most of the witnesses he
interrogated. Having reached maturity during the Cold War rather
than the Depression, he could not fathom a legitimate reason for
anyone having attended a meeting, signed a petition, or contrib-
uted to an organization with any Communist affiliation. In his
memoirs, Cohn later recounted how a retired university professor
once told him “that had I been born twelve or fifteen years earlier
my world-view and therefore my character would have been very
different.” 4

An indifferent administrator, Senator McCarthy gave his counsel
free rein to conduct investigations. In fact, he appointed Cohn with-
out having first removed the subcommittee’s previous chief counsel,
Francis “Frip” Flanagan. To remedy this discrepancy, McCarthy

3 Washington Star, July 20, 1954; Roy Cohn, McCarthy (New York: New American Library,
1968), 46.

4Ibid., 22; David F. Krugler, The Voice of America and the Domestic Propaganda Baittles,
1945-1953 (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2000), 191.
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changed Flanagan’s title to general counsel, although he never de-
lineated any differences in authority. When a reporter asked what
these titles meant, McCarthy confessed that he did not know. The
subcommittee’s chief clerk, Ruth Young Watt, found that whenever
a decision needed to be made, Cohn would say, “Ask Frip,” and
Flanagan would reply, “Ask Roy.” “In other words,” she explained,
“I’'d just end up doing what I thought was right.”5

The subcommittee held most of its hearings in room 357 of the
Senate Office Building (now named the Russell Senate Office
Building). Whenever it anticipated larger crowds for public hear-
ings, it would shift to room 318, the spacious Caucus Room (now
room 325), which better accommodated radio and television cov-
erage. In 1953 the subcommittee also held extensive hearings in
New York City, working out of the federal courthouse at Foley
Square and the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, while other executive ses-
sions took place at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, and in Boston.
Roy Cohn had recruited his close friend, G. David Schine (1927—
1996), as the subcommittee’s unpaid “chief consultant.” The two
men declined to work out of the subcommittee’s crowded office—
Cohn did not even have a desk there. (“I don’t have an office as
such,” Cohn later testified. “We have room 101 with 1 desk and 1
chair. That is used jointly by Mr. Carr and myself. The person who
gets there first occupies the chair.”6) Instead, Cohn and Schine
rented more spacious quarters for themselves in a nearby private
office building. When the subcommittee met in New York, Schine
made his family’s limousine and suite at the Waldorf-Astoria avail-
able for its use. As the subcommittee’s only unpaid staff member,
he was not reimbursed for travel and other expenses, including his
much-publicized April 1953 tour with Cohn of U.S. information li-
braries in Europe. In executive sessions, Schine occasionally ques-
tioned witnesses and even presided in Senator McCarthy’s absence,
with the chief counsel addressing him as “Mr. Chairman.” Others
on the staff, including James Juliana and Daniel G. Buckley, simi-
larly conducted hearing-like interrogatories of witnesses. Schine
continued his associations with the subcommittee even after his in-
duction into the army that November—an event that triggered the
chairman’s epic confrontation with the army the following year.”

The hectic pace and controversial nature of the subcommittee
hearings during the Eighty-third Congress placed great burdens on
the staff and contributed to frequent departures. Of the twelve
staff members that McCarthy inherited, only four remained by the
end of the year—an investigator and three clerks. Of the twenty-
one new staff added during 1953, six did not last the year. Re-
search director Howard Rushmore (1914-1958) resigned after four
months, and assistant counsel Robert Kennedy (1925-1968), after
literally coming to blows with Roy Cohn, resigned in August, tell-
ing the chairman that the subcommittee was “headed for disaster.”
(The following year, Kennedy returned as minority counsel.) When
Francis Flanagan left in June 1953, Senator McCarthy named J.

5Ruth Young Watt oral history, 109, Senate Historical Office.

6Special Subcommittee on Investigations, Special Senate Investigation on Charges and
Countercharges Involving: Secretary of the Army Robert T. Stevens, John G. Adams, H. Struve
Hensel and Senator Joe McCarthy, Roy M. Cohn, and Francis P. Carr, 83rd Cong., 2nd sess.,
part 47 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1954), 1803.

7Ruth Young Watt oral history, 107-108; 130; Washington Star, January 1, 1953.
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B. Matthews (1894-1966) as executive director, hoping that the
seasoned investigator would impose some order on the staff. Mat-
thews boasted of having joined more Communist-front organiza-
tions than any other American, although he had never joined the
Communist party. When he fell out of favor with radical groups in
the mid-1930s, he converted into an outspoken anti-Communist
and served as chief investigator for the House Un-American Activi-
ties Committee from 1939 to 1945. An ordained Methodist min-
ister, he was referred to as “Doctor Matthews,” although he held
no doctoral degree. Just as McCarthy announced his appointment
to head the subcommittee staff in June 1953, Matthews’s article on
“Reds in Our Churches” appeared in the American Mercury maga-
zine. His portrayal of Communist sympathy among the nation’s
Protestant clergy caused a public uproar, and Republican Senator
Charles Potter joined the three Democrats on the subcommittee in
calling for Matthews’s dismissal. Although Matthews resigned vol-
untarily, it was Senator McCarthy’s insistence on maintaining the
sole power to hire and fire staff that caused the three Democratic
senators to resign from the subcommittee, while retaining their
membership in the full Government Operations Committee. Sen-
ator McCarthy then appointed Francis P. Carr, Jr. (1925-1994) as
executive director, with Roy Cohn continuing as chief counsel to di-
rect the investigation.8

THE RIGHTS OF WITNESSES

In their hunt for subversion and espionage, Senator McCarthy
and chief counsel Cohn conducted hearings on the State Depart-
ment, the Voice of America, the U.S. overseas libraries, the Govern-
ment Printing Office, and the Army Signal Corps. Believing any
method justifiable in combating an international conspiracy, they
grilled witnesses intensely. Senator McCarthy showed little pa-
tience for due process and defined witnesses’ constitutional rights
narrowly. His hectoring style inspired the term “McCarthyism,”
which came to mean “any investigation that flouts the rights of in-
dividuals,” usually involving character assassination, smears, mud-
slinging, sensationalism, and guilt by association. “McCarthyism”—
coined by the Washington Post cartoonist Herblock, in 1950—grew
so universally accepted that even Senator McCarthy employed it,
redefining it as “the fight for America.” Subsequently, the term has
been applied collectively to all congressional investigations of sus-
pected Communists, including those by the House Un-American Ac-
tivities Committee and Senate Internal Security Subcommittee,
which bore no direct relation to the permanent subcommittee.?

In these closed executive sessions, Senator McCarthy’s treatment
of witnesses ranged from abrasive to solicitous. The term “execu-
tive sessions” derives from the Senate’s division of its business be-
tween legislative (bills and resolutions) and executive (treaties and

8G. F. Goodwin, “Joseph Brown Matthews,” Dictionary of American Biography, Supplement
8 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1988), 424-27; Lawrence B. Glickman, “The Strike in the
Temple of Consumption: Consumer Activitism and Twentieth-Century American Political Cul-
ture,” Journal of American History, 88 (June 2001), 99-128; Robert F. Kennedy, The Enemy
Within (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1960), 176.

9William Safire, Safire’s New Political Dictionary: The Definitive Guide to the New Language
of Politics (New York: Random House, 1993), 441; Senator Joe McCarthy, McCarthyism: The
Fight for America (New York: Devin-Adair, 1952).
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nominations). Until 1929 the Senate debated all executive business
in closed session, clearing the public and press galleries, and lock-
ing the doors. “Executive” thereby became synonymous with
“closed.” Committees held closed sessions to conduct preliminary
inquiries, to mark up bills before reporting them to the floor, and
to handle routine committee housekeeping. By hearing witnesses
privately, the permanent subcommittee could avoid incidents of
misidentification and could determine how forthcoming witnesses
were likely to be in public. In the case of McCarthy, however, “ex-
ecutive session” took a different meaning. John G. Adams, who at-
tended many of these hearings as the army’s counsel from 1953 to
1954, observed that the chairman used the term “executive session”
rather loosely. “It didn’t really mean a closed session, since McCar-
thy allowed in various friends, hangers-on, and favored newspaper
reporters,” wrote Adams. “Nor did it mean secret, because after-
wards McCarthy would tell the reporters waiting outside whatever
he pleased. Basically, ‘executive’ meant that Joe could do anything
he wanted.” Adams recalled that the subcommittee’s Fort Mon-
mouth hearings were held in a “windowless storage room in the
bowels of the courthouse, unventilated and oppressively hot,” into
which crowded the senator, his staff, witnesses, and observers who
at various times included trusted newspaper reporters, the gov-
ernor of Wisconsin, the chairman’s wife, mother-in-law and friends.
“The ‘secret’ hearings were, after all, quite a show,” Adams com-
mented, adding that the transcripts were rarely released to the
public. This ostensibly protected the privacy of those interrogated,
but also gave the chairman an opportunity to give to the press his
version of what had transpired behind closed doors, with little
chance of rebuttal.10

Roy Cohn insisted that the subcommittee gave “suspects” rights
that they would not get in a court of law. Unlike a witness before
a grand jury, or testifying on the stand, those facing the sub-
committee could have their attorney sit beside them for consulta-
tion. The executive sessions further protected the witnesses, Cohn
pointed out, by excluding the press and the public. But Gen.
Telford Taylor, an American prosecutor at Nuremberg, charged
McCarthy with conducting “a new and indefensible kind of hearing,
which is neither a public hearing nor an executive session.” In Tay-
lor’s view, the closed sessions were a device that enabled the chair-
man to tell newspapers whatever he saw fit about what happened,
without giving witnesses a chance to defend themselves or report-
ers a chance to check the accuracy of the accusations. Characteris-
tically, Senator McCarthy responded to this criticism with an exec-
utive session inquiry into Gen. Taylor’s loyalty. The chairman used
other hearings to settle personal scores with men such as Edward
Barrett, State Department press spokesman under Dean Acheson,
and Edward Morgan, staff director of the Tydings subcommittee
that had investigated his Wheeling speech.1!

Inclusion as a witness in these volumes in no way suggests a
measure of guilt. Some of the witnesses who came before the per-

10 John G. Adams, Without Precedent: The Story of the Death of McCarthyism (New York: W.
W. Norton, 1983), 53, 60, 66.

11Cohn, McCarthy, 51; C. Dickerman Williams, “The Duty to Investigate,” The Freeman, 3
(September 21, 1953), 919; New York Times, November 28, 1953.
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manent subcommittee in 1953 had been Communists; others had
not. Some witnesses cooperated by providing names and other in-
formation; others did not. Some testified on subjects entirely unre-
lated to communism, subversion or espionage. The names of many
of these witnesses appeared in contemporary newspaper accounts,
even when they did not testify in public. About a third of the wit-
nesses called in executive session did not appear at any public
hearing, and Senator McCarthy often defined such witnesses as
having been “cleared.” Some were called as witnesses out of mis-
taken identity. Others defended themselves so resolutely or had so
little evidence against them that the chairman and counsel chose
not to pursue them. For those witnesses who did appear in public,
the closed hearings served as dress rehearsals. The subcommittee
also heard many witnesses in public session who had not pre-
viously appeared at a closed hearing, usually committee staff or
government officials for whom a preliminary hearing was not
deemed necessary. Given the rapid pace of the hearings, the sub-
committee staff had little time for preparation. “No real research
was ever done,” Robert Kennedy complained. “Most of the inves-
tigations were instituted on the basis of some preconceived notion
by the chief counsel or his staff members and not on the basis of
any information that had been developed.” 12

After July 1953, when the Democratic senators resigned from the
subcommittee, other Republican senators also stopped attending
the subcommittee’s closed hearings, in part because so many of the
hearings were held away from the District of Columbia and called
on short notice. Witnesses also received subpoenas on such short
notice that they found it hard to prepare themselves or consult
with counsel. Theoretically the committee, rather than the chair-
man, issued subpoenas, Army Counsel John G. Adams noted. “But
McCarthy ignored the Senate rule that required a vote of the other
members every time he wanted to haul someone in. He signed
scores of blank subpoenas which his staff members carried in their
inside pockets, and issued as regularly as traffic tickets.” Witnesses
repeatedly complained that subpoenas to appear were served on
them just before the hearings, either the night before or the morn-
ing of, making it hard for them to obtain legal representation. Even
if they obtained a lawyer, the senator would not permit attorneys
to raise objections or to talk for the witness. Normally, a quorum
of at least one-third of the committee or subcommittee members
was needed to take sworn testimony, although a single senator
could hold hearings if authorized by the committee. The rules did
not bar “one-man hearings,” because senators often came and went
during a committee hearing and committee business could come to
a halt if a minimum number of senators were required to hold a
hearing.13

When the chairman acted as a one-man committee, the tone of
the hearings more closely resembled an inquisition. Witnesses who
swore that they had never joined the Communist party or engaged
in espionage or sabotage were held accountable for long-forgotten
petitions they had signed a decade earlier or for having joined orga-

12Kennedy, The Enemy Within, 307.
13 Adams, Without Precedent, 67, 69.
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nizations that the attorney general later cited as Communist
fronts. Seeking any sign of political unorthodoxy, the chairman and
the subcommittee staff scrutinized the witnesses’ lives and grilled
them about the political beliefs of colleagues, neighbors and family
members. In the case of Stanley Berinsky, he was suspended from
the Army Signal Corps at Fort Monmouth after security officers
discovered that his mother had once been a member of the Com-
munist party:

The CHAIRMAN. Let’s get this straight. I know it is unusual to appear before a
committee. So many witnesses get nervous. You just got through telling us you did
not know she was a Communist; now you tell us she resigned from the Communist
party? As of when?

Mr. BERINSKY. I didn’t know this until the security suspension came up at Fort
Monmouth.

The CHAIRMAN. When was that?

Mr. BERINSKY. That was in 1952.

The CHAIRMAN. Then did your mother come over and tell you she had resigned?

Mr. BERINSKY. I told her what happened. At that time she told me she had been
out for several years.

The CHAIRMAN. . . . Well, did you ever ask her if she was a Communist?

Mr. BERINSKY. No, sir. . . .

The CHAIRMAN. When you went to see her, weren’t you curious? If somebody told
me my mother was a Communist, I'd get on the phone and say, “Mother is this
true™ . . .

Did she tell you why she resigned?

Mr. BERINSKY. If seems to me she probably did it because I held a government
job and she didn’t want to jeopardize my position.

The CHAIRMAN. In other words, it wasn’t because she felt differently about the
Communist party, but because she didn’t want to jeopardize your position?

Mr. BERINSKY. Probably.

The CHAIRMAN. Was she still a Communist at heart in 19527

Mr. BERINSKY. Well, I don’t know how you define that.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you think she was a Communist, using your own definition
of communism?

Mr. BERINSKY. I guess my own definition is one who is a member of the party.
No.

The CHAIRMAN. Let’s say one who was a member and dropped out and is still
loyal to the party. Taking that as a definition, would you say she is still a Com-
munist?

Mr. BERINSKY. Do you mean in an active sense?

The CHAIRMAN. Loyal in her mind.

Mr. BERINSKY. That is hard to say.

The CHAIRMAN. Is she still living?

Mr. BERINSKY. Yes.14

Perhaps the most recurring phrase in these executive session
hearings was not the familiar “Are you now or have you ever been
a member of the Communist party?” That was the mantra of the
public hearings. Instead, in the closed hearings it was “In other
words,” which prefaced the chairman’s relentless rephrasing of wit-
nesses’ testimony into something with more sinister implications
than they intended. Given Senator McCarthy’s tendency toward hy-
perbole, witnesses objected to his use of inappropriate or inflam-
matory words to characterize their testimony. He took their objec-
tions as a sign they were covering up something:

The CHAIRMAN. Did you live with him when the apartment was raided by army
security?

Mr. OKUN. Senator, the apartment was not raided. He